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1. There’s a beau - ty in the rain - bow; There’s a blush up-on the rose; 
2. Like the light up-on the di - al Where a shad - ow falls a- wry; ; 
3. Like a bea- con on a_head- land Flash -ing far its friend -ly light 
4. Butthrough yon- der az-ure por -tal Beams a_ vis - age which ap- pears 
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the kin - dled tae of morn - 1 win a gold - en splen-dor glows; 
the moon e-clipsed a mo-ment When a cloud is pass-ing by; 

di-rect the lone-ly sea-man ’Mid the dark - ness of the night; 
to glad - den ev- ery mor - tal "Mid the sor - rows of the years. 
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But the fair - est flow’rs that blos - -som, And _ the bright - est suns that shine 
Thoughtshedsforth a mel-low ra-diance O - ver-cast with deep de - sign 
Like a torch whose fameis kin -dled To make oth - er torch-es shine, 
Tis the vis - age of my Sa-viour So in-ef - fa- bly be-nign, 
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Fade and pale be - fore the beam - ing hu - de face di ple ” 
the o - pen, liv- ing in - dex hu-man face di - vine.’’ 
love burns, toshare its burn - ing, hu - man face di - vine.” 
a smile that makesa heav- en, Hu-man Face Di - vine!’ 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


America Must Continue to Feed a 
Laige Part of the World. Don’t 
Waste Food! 


The Middlebrook, Va., Charge, also went 
‘fover the top’? for War Emergency by 
more than 50%. We have a suspicion that 
Virginia Classis, considering numbers, is 
showing the way to many other Classes of 
the Church in benevolent projects. 


A big Father and Son banquet was held 
in Grace Church, Pittsburgh, Pa., Rev. 
Frederick C. Nau, minister, on the night of 
February 12. Over 100 men and boys at- 
tended. Four wounded soldiers from a con- 
valescent hospital related their experiences. 
Stirring addresses, the singing of old and 
new songs, moving pictures, and the strictly 
modern Jazz Band, made the evening one 
long to be remembered. 


St. Paul’s Orphans’ Home, Greenville, 
Pa., is soon to be enlarged. The Execu- 
tive Committee of the Board has for some 
time been inspecting other institutions and 
gaining valuable information for the erec- 
tion of new buildings. When Rev. and 
Mrs. C. R. Ferner, in October, 1917, gave 
to the Home dividend-producing securities, 
valued at over $80,000, these benefactors 
suggested that the income be used for the 
present to enlarge the Home, and later for 
the. maintenance of additional children. In 
addition to this, the Home is shortly to 
receive about $12,000 from the estate of 
Malinda B. Kaub, and about the same 
amount from the estate of Mrs. Peter Keil. 
And now an additional $5,000 is coming 
from the estate of the late Elder Henry 
Knight, through the generosity of his 
widow. We are thankful, indeed, for the 
splendid progress of this institution, under 
the leadership of Superintendent A. M. 
Keifer. 


The Y. W. CO. A. is rather proud of this: 
A girl working for the Government in 
Washington had the ‘‘flu.’? When the time 
came to discharge her from the hospital, the 
physician advised her to go to the George- 
town Y. W. C. A. Home, where there is a 
Convalescents’ Ward for girls like her. ‘‘I 
am. sending-her to you,’’ he told the secre- 
tary in charge, ‘‘but I tell you frankly 
there is no hope for her. She has a weak 
heart and cannot live many weeks. But I 
am sure her last days will be happier with 
you folks around her.’’ The girl arrived. 
She was given the best of nursing, she 
spent sunny days wrapped in blankets on 
a big veranda that commanded a view of 


members of Consistories, officers of Church Societies or other responsible contributors. 
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the woods; she was fed on fresh milk and 
eggs. And in two weeks she was back at 
her desk, completely recovered! What did 
it cost her at the Home? The cost of her 
meals and that was all. There was no 
charge for her room or the nursing. 


St. Paul’s Church, Buffalo, N. Y., Rev. 
Charles Peters, pastor, went ‘‘over the 
top’? for War Emergency. A very success- 
ful Every-Member Canvass was made re- 
cently, covering the budget for the coming 
year, which amounts to over $6,000. Dur- 
ing the winter months this congregation 
has been unusually active in benevolent 
work. Besides maintaining the large Red 
Cross Auxiliary, an offering of $84 was 
received for the same cause. 
Ladies’ Guild is raising a fund to support 
a war orphan in France. The W. M. S., 
during the last month, collected a large as- 
sortment of useful household supplies, such 
as soap, towels, clothing, ete., which was 


sent to our new boarding school for Indian — 


children in the State of Wisconsin. It is 
also the desire of the latter organization 
to assist the Fort Wayne Orphans’ Home 
ina similar way. The Sunday School is sup- 
porting two pupils in Yochow City, China. 
Even the Camp Fire Girls lend assistance 
in this practical benevolent program by 
making attractive scrap books for the chil- 
dren in the Buffalo Hospital wards. 

The Senior Class of the Mercersburg 


Academy have elected the following officers: 


to represent them at the Class Day exer. 
cises in commencement week: President, 
William Thomas ‘Clapp, Williamsport, Pa.; 
Presentation Orator, George B. Moreland, 
Jr., Pittsburgh, Pa.; Orator, ‘Carl George 
Goelz, '\Cincinnati, O.; Prophet, Philip Els- 
worth Allen, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Historian, 
Moorhead ©. Kennedy, Jr., Chambersburg, 


Pa.; Poet, William Thos. McMillan, Jr., | 


Meyersdale, Pa.; Secretary, Paul C. Covert, 
Billings, Mont.; Marshal, Harry T. Tachov- 
sky, South Bethlehem, Pa.; Ode Commit- 
tee, Harold E. Simpson, Indiana, Pa.; 
Samuel R. Walker, Mercersburg, Pa.; Geo. 
I. King, Jr., Middletown, Pa.; David T. 
Houston, Columbus, O.; Memorial Commit- 
tee, Geo. P. Riley, Oklahoma ‘City, Okla.; 
R. Graeme Smith, Washington, D. C.; 
Samuel W. Webb, Lakewood, N. J.; James 
KH. Chace, Ocala, Fla.; Class Day Commit- 


tee, Harold E. Simpson, Indiana, Pa.; Geo. 


P. Riley, Oklahoma City, Okla.; Geo. I. 
King, Jr., Middletown, Pa.; Martin N. 
Rohrback, Braddock Heights, Md.; Oscar 
Wells, Platte City, Mo.; R. Graeme Smith, 
Washington, D. 


Browning, Maysville, Ky.; Samuel 
Webb, Lakewood, N. J.; James | 
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C.; Wallace R. Swartz — ; 
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Philadelphia# Pa, 


Quilkin, Orange, N. J.; Calvin R. Brown, 
New Haven, Conn.; Frederick W. Bald, Jr., 
Detroit, Mich. io mae 
In last week’s ‘‘Messenger’’ appeared 
the very excellent poem, entitled ‘‘CountOn 
Me,’’ which, it was suggested, should b 
sung to the tune of ‘‘My Maryland.’? We. 
unfortunately, omitted to add that this is 
the copyright property of the Heidelbe: 
Press, to which proper credit and prote 
tion should have been given. This sugges 
to us the propriety of calling to the atte 
tion of Church and Sunday School work¢ 
the fact that in reprinting words which 
the property of publishers, their permissio 
should first be obtained or they should : 
least be protected by a proper copyr 
notice. As a matter of fact, it is a viola 
tion of the law to reprint without permi 
sion words of songs that are protected bj 
copyright. -~ ; wart 5 
The Fargo, N. D., ‘‘Forum and Dail 
Republican’’ speaks in the highest term 
of a recent visit to that city of Dr. Stanle 
L. Krebs, of New York, the noted Eastern 
psychologist, President of the Institu 
Mercantile Art, of New York City, 
was on the program of the North Dakota 
Retail Lumbermen’s Convention, for 
eighth time, and also addressed the Far 
Rotary ‘Club. It quotes Dr. Krebs as say 
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isted long before Congress did and 
solved many complexities that loo 
serious from the start. I do not feel. 


the fact that 4,000,000 men were ta 
of the productive side of busines: 
4,000,000 women: put in their places. 
sons throughout the United States will | 
busier than ever before. There are 750, 
jobs now that did not exist befo X 
began, through the shipbuilding 
which will be continued. 50,00) 
school teachers are wanted. Fed 
missioners are planning for a $1 L 
clean-up of cut over lands in 

districts, to be followed by a § 
irrigation project in the Soutl 
that to be followed by a $1,000,00 
penditure for the reclamation of 
lands. All we need now is 
and freedom from hysteria 
for the commonsense and_ 
American business man an: 


are bound to come to the: 
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A Summons to Higher Ground 


N Morley’s “Life of Gladstone,” we are told that the great English statesman wrote at the age of 
twenty-three: “In the future, I hope circumstances will bind me down to work with a rigor which my 
natural sluggishness will find it impossible to elude.” Mr. Gladstone then quotes approvingly a passage 

in Thucidides: “We should remember that man differs little from man, except that he turns out best 
who is trained in the sharpest school.’’ Alluding to his own grievous difficulties as incitements to the 
progress and efficacy of his character, he adds: “The limitations against which we chafe, the things we 
must give up that we would like to keep, the burdens we would escape and are compelled to bear—these 
are only the ways in which God is hardening us for the great tasks He would have us do.” 
This sentiment is a most helpful one to consider as we enter upon another season of Lent. For these 
’ weeks before Easter in which we commemorate our Lord’s sacrifice, suffering and death, and which have 
been set apart by so many Christians as a special season of penitence, fasting, self-denial and unworldli- 
ness, are not to be viewed as an obligation but as an opportunity, not as a condition of salvation, but as 
a chance for the culture of the higher life. Fight your way up higher! That remains the clarion call 
of Lent. It is the primary summons to the spirit of man. It is a challenge to the hardening of moral 
muscles, to the rigorous testing of conduct and motive, to the spiritual discipline of the refiner’s fire, If 
your Lent is to be a season of earnest, definite consecration to the one holy aim set by the Kingdom of 
God—the making of better men and women out of ourselves—two things are absolutely essential: 


1. You must be divinely dissatisfied with yourself, so that you can pray from the heart: 


“QO, for a man to be born in me 
That the man I am may cease to be!” 


2. You must hold yourself to an ever stricter account and demand higher standards for your own 
conduct and character than you have ever demanded in the past. 
There is, of course, a peril of hopeless despair and pessimism in dwelling remorsefully upon our 
own failings, a species of self-reproach that paralyzes effort and is absolutely antagonistic to Christian joy 
and to the doctrine of forgiveness. But the number of those who suffer from this danger is compara- 
tively small. A species far more common is the error of complacency, the sin of spiritual indolence and 
inanity. When Gladstone died, his political opponent, Lord Salisbury, said of him: “He was a great 
Christian.” That was indeed a rare tribute. There are, alas, only too few “great Christians.” Why ?— 
The great mass of men and women will not pay the price. They will not train in the spiritual 
_ gymnasium. They will not hold themselves to strict enough account. The hard conditions which test our 
mettle and demand the best we have are the greatest stimulus and inspiration of life. When someone at 
the Mohonk Indian Conference described a project as impossible, General Armstrong cried: “Impossible! 
What are Christians in the world for but to do the impossible, by the help of God!” 

An old clipping cites the marvelous doings of an armless school teacher named Myers, who says 
that “hands are useful but by no means essential to comfort and happiness.” He ought to know, for 
he has done without them for thirty years. When a boy, a premature blast at the quarry blew off both 
his hands. They were amputated near the elbows. But he read a book on the lives of self-made men 
and was encouraged by their example and determined to make the most of life. He prepared for the 
teaching profession and made a great success. He became an excellent penman, holding the pen between 
the ends of his arms. He is an accurate marksman, handling the gun deftly, a leather thong being 
attached to the trigger which he pulls with his teeth. He is the secretary of various societies and his 
books are a model of neatness. Doubtless he is a better man without his hands than he would have 
been with them. And he is the man he'is because of the battle he had to fight against odds. A less bitter 
school would not have developed such achievemcnts. 

But Lent is a call to voluntary discipline, not only to be instructed by the hard conditions that are 

: inevitable, but to assume voluntary obligations for our own chastening. Not by fantastic tortures and 

: privations, which weaken body and mind, but by such a crucifixion of selfish lusts and passions and lux- 

a." uries as will make us more useful servants of God. The Christian is answering the challenge to come 

: up higher, If you would grow, you must make the tests harder every year. Are you willing to do it 
in these “days of destiny,” when the demand upon the Church of Jesus Christ surpasses every demand of 
‘bygone days? Any man who is not really fighting this fight against his own greed and selfishness and 
against the materialistic tendencies which are again struggling for supremacy, after the high idealism of 
the great conflict of the nations, is a man who is willing to degenerate and who is certain to retreat before 
the enemy of souls. 
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EDITORIAL 


THE INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN 


There is no theme more timely in its significance for 
the Christian at this hour than the subject of a League 
of Nations, or the internat’onal obligations of the Chris- 
tian life. There are so many who still seem to fear 
that there is no true internationalism which does not im- 
pair the integrity of a man’s patriotism that some folks 
in our Churches, even at this late date, are tempted to 
fall in line with the materialists who are préaching a 
selfish and parochial Americanism and impugning the loy- 
alty of those who have the larger vision which puts hu- 
manity above all nations. The very folks who a few 
short months ago were readiest to condemn Germany for 
a selfish nationalism which limited the operation of the 
Ten Commandments within the bounds of the German 
Empire appear to be ready now to adopt an attitude as 
absolutely chauvinistic as that of the Hohenzollerns. We 
feel that we are conferring a favor upon the readers 
of the MEssENGER by calling their attention to several 
recent books on this general subject which are of the 
highest value for all who are in real search of the truth 
from a Christian standpoint. 

The first of these is “Christian Internationalism,” by 
William Pearson Merrill, minister of the Brick Church, 
New York City, a book of 193 pages, published by The 
Macmillan Company, price $1.50. In this admirable vol- 
ume, Dr. Merrill, with his clear, concise style, his sanity 
and logic and his great-hearted sympathy, puts the entire 
Church of Christ in his debt, and indeed renders an in- 
valuable service to all good people. A study of this 
sterling presentment of a great theme can be heartily 
commended to everyone, and certainly every leader of 
thought needs this book to confirm his own clarity and 
sanity of judgment. 

The other two books to which we beg to refer in this 
connection are issued by the Association Press and are 
in the form of the well-known Fosdick books, issued by 
the same publishers, containing daily readings and com- 
ments which make them of especial interest and helpful- 
ness for the average reader. One is entitled “Interna- 
tional Aspects of Christianity,” and is written by Ozora 
S. and Grace T. Davis. It is a book of 207 pages and 


costs $1. The other is entitled, “Marks of A Wor'id 
Christian,” by Daniel Johnson Fleming, 198 pages, price 
75c. Both of these are so practical and so valuable that 


it is difficult to tell which of the two is to be preferred. 
We believe that anyone who secures these three books 
and studies them conscientiously will feel an hundred- 
fold repaid and will be fortified against all the assaults 
of short-sighted “‘little Americans,” whose policy of un- 
worthy nationalism would commit this Republic to a trea- 
sonable abandonment of her greatest opportunity and her 
holiest mission. 
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WHY THIS LENT IS OF SURPASSING 
IMPORTANCE 


The official journal of an important fraternal insurance 
society remarks: “A religious renaissance is dawning on 
a tortured world. Men are turning as never before to 
the unexpected religious note in their natures, searching 
for something that their souls irrepressibly demand.” In 
commenting upon this statement, The Continent puts 
the matter so succinctly that we feel like passing it on 
unchanged to our readers: 

“The whole present policy of the Church pivots on 
whether this observation is or is not a reality—true to 
the life of the moment. The fact that the observer who 
affirms it is rather a non-Church than a Church authority 
offers a strong presumption that at least the thought is 
not fathered merely by a pious wish to have it so. There 
is an impartiality of viewpoint attaching to the view which 


-traction, that absolutely nothing else can matter.” 


‘trated by the pretentious faith of the Kaiser, expressed 


attests its trustworthiness. Moreover, the same seems 
to be the impression of four out of five men that one 
meets in serious conversation. And if the opinion is true, 
then the conclusion ensues that the Church never had 
before in the modern world so favorable an opportunity. 


“Ordinarily preachers of Christ are in the position of 
pressing on men a commodity that men do not want. 
But granting that this time is indeed a ‘religious renais- 
sance, the Church finds itself suddenly in the position 
of the main storage house for a line of goods in great 
popular demand. Any business man who on such an 
active market could not sell out his stock would be ad- 
vertised before all comers as an incompetent dealer. But 
of course, the competent proprietor would not wait for 
the crowd to find him—he would double his soliciting 
force and intensify his public appeal in every way he 
could think of. So the Church, seeing that men are seek- 
ing more earnestly than ever the satisfaction and support 
of religion, must on its part more diligently than ever 
before seek for men.” 

We believe there will be the mightiest ingathering of souls 
at Easter, 1919, the Reformed Church has ever experi- 
enced if our pastors and people appreciate this fact and 
act upon it like “good soldiers of Jesus Christ.” 


* OK OK 


THE ONE THING NEEDFUL 


We are living in a world in which we have many needs, 
but there is one supreme need and that is the need of 
God. ‘Those who have seen the lately published “Me- 
moirs’ of Joyce Kilmer, the poet, written from the 
trenches of France, so shortly before he laid down his own 
life on the altar of freedom, have been deeply impressed 
with the way in which he summed up in one great memor- 
able sentence the spiritual impression made by his expe- 
rience as a soldier upon his own life: “Pray that I may 
love God more; it seems to me that if I can learn to love 
God more passionately and more constantly, witheut dis- 
Never — 
was his poetic insight more clearly revealed than in the 
conviction here so beautifully expressed. . By 

The trouble with altogether too many people is that we 
want God to do our will, instead of desiring with all our — 
hearts to know and to do His will. The contrast between 
a true and spurious religious experience is strikingly illus- “3 


at Berlin, March 29, 1901, and the unpretentious faith 
Abraham Lincoln, during the darkest hours of the Ci 
War. William Hohenzollern said: “We will be eve 
where victorious, even if we are surrounded by ene: 
on all sides, and even if we have to fight superior nu 
bers, for our most powerful ally is God (Gott), Who 
always been on our side.” In response to the qu 
whether he was sure that God was on our side, Abraha 
Lincoln replied: “I do not know. I haven’t though 
about that. But I am very desirous to know bet we 
on God’ s side.” 


he that He wil submit Himself fo" our judg g 
that He will fulfill our requests, that He will do our 
is not to have faith in God. To have faith in God : 
believe that He knows what His children need; at 
dares to allow them to take their own way and 1 
bitter experience the lesson which they would : ie 
from teaching, and so to learn that lesson ” 
never have to be repeated.” 
Phillips Brooks somewhere said: 
many men do not love God more is bec 
believe that God loves them.” It is they 5 
in fie grip of the Divine Tove who will § 


. is 
mr, 


heart.” | : : 
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“We love, because He first loved 
“The love of Christ constraineth me.” 

Sometimes you hear peopie say that they are losing 
faith in prayer, because they have not been granted re- 
quests they offered to the Lord. We have nowhere been 
commanded to have faith in our prayers. We are com- 


in outstanding service. 
us ” 


| 5 


manded to have faith in the God to Whom we pray, and 
if we learn to love and trust Him as His children should, 
all our doubts and perplexities, as well as our bitterest 
heart-aches, will be dissipated in the sunlight of our 
Father’s face. 
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SOME THINGS FOR WHICH LENT STANDS 


BY THE REV. DR. W. D. HAPPEL 


Lent stands for the rallying of the people. It is pre- 
eminently the rallying season of the Church. Jesus said: 
“I, 1f I be lifted up, will draw all men unto Me.” It 
is during this period that the suffering of Jesus, culminat- 


ing in His death on the cross, is stressed. We again, - 


as it were, live through the scenes that were incident to 
the lifting up, the crucifixion of Jesus. And what is 
there in the suffering and death of Jesus that appeals to 
people, and by attracting, rallies them? Back of the 
death of Jesus is His deathless love. He “loved us 
and gave Himself for us.” His death shows the depth 
of His love for us. And love is always a constraining 
force, a power that attracts. Once we have a sense of 
the love of Christ, it is well-nigh irresistible as an attrac- 
tive rallying force. With the approach of Spring the 
warm rays of the sun attract the people from their homes 
into the open. We are irresistibly drawn to those who 
have shown a friendly feeling, to those who we are sure 
love us. There is a power in the love of Jesus that rallies 
the people. It is never necessary to urge people to attend 
a Good Friday service. And all through the Lenten sea- 
son God’s people, in more than usual numbers, find their 
way to His house. The idea is found in the epistle 
for Ash Wednesday. We read: “Blow the trumpet in 
Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the 
people.” i f 
-Lent stands not simply for extensity*in the Christian 
life, but also for intensity. Jt incites us to a special cru- 
sade against sin in our lives. It was for our sins that 


Jesus suffered. It behooves us, therefore, who are fol- 


lowers of Christ, at all times, and at this time in par- 
ticular, to wage a war of destruction upen the flesh, upon 
the whole sinful nature that clings to us so tenaciously. 
We are to mortify, to crucify the fleshly nature. It moves, 
furthermore, to special self-denial. Self-sacrifice for our 
own sakes thus sums up the meaning of Christ’s suffer- 
ings. If any person would be His disciple, “let him deny 
himself.” Self-indulgence appeals to most people more 
than self-denial. Hence Lent offers unusual opportunities 
to inculcate into the minds of Christ’s people the neces- 
sity of self-denial for His sake, for His cause. It is 
during this season that appeals for self-denying offerings 
find a readier response than at other times. It is a time 
for more than usual religious activity. It is a time when 
we ought to dedicate our talents, whatever they may be, 
more fully to Christ and His Church. 


Lent stands, finally, for a permanently higher type of 
Christian living. There is such a thing as a perfunctory 
observance of Lent. A person may observe certain regu- 
lations for a period of forty days in a mechanical way. 
Some live a very sober, somber life during this period and 
impatiently await the time when they may again plunge 
into gaiety and frivolity. This, however, is not the evan- 
gelical idea of Lent. Rather should we, during this period, 
strive to attain to a higher standard of Christian living 
and then maintain that standard until another Lent ar- 
rives, when we should again make forward strides. The 
effect of Lent would then not be temporary, but perma- 
nent. We would thus be “changed from glory to glory” 
into the image of Christ through its observance. 


MAKING THE MOST OF LENT 


“BY THE REV. D. ELMER MASTER 


Bor a Christian, to live is to do. “Act, act in the 


_ living present”—in harmony with the ethics of Jesus— 


must ever be the Christian’s motto. To do otherwise than 

your level best is for a Christian to act unworthily. 
The principle here announced has equal value for the 

entire program of life. An important part of that pro- 


gram is the observance of Lent. I speak my convictions, 


when I say, that there is no value in a mere formal 
observance of the season. It is forever true that “the 
letter killeth.”’ God can never approve the substitution 
of “rams and bullocks” for ‘a broken and a contrite 


There is involved in the Lenten observance a principle 
of life, the absence of which makes it a miserable sham 
God 


and a hollow mockery. What is that principle? 
has declared it both in nature and revelation. It is lov- 
ing, self-denying service. In nature the “lenten” or 


lengthening days of Spring tell us the story of mother 
earth lovingly touched by the warming rays of the sun 
_ bestirring herself to the task of a self-sacrificing service 


oS rs C+ ml yA 


for her children. She fasts not as a form of custom, but 
to store energy for future work and service. 

It was not a formal observance of Jewish ritual that 
led Jesus into the wilderness for fasting and prayer. 
Underlying and: absolutely controlling that act was the 
thought and purpose of utmost service. 

There is no virtue in fasting and prayer as ends in 
themselves. They constitute a spiritual exercise qualify- 
ing for service. Of such service the world has always 
stood in need, but never more so than now. Every ad- 
vaiice in righteousness and the betterment of world rela- 
tions are due to this Christ spirit in men. 

The world now knows that better world conditions can- 
not issue out of. selfish national rivalries. Individually, 
and in smaller groups, we have long ago learned that 
lesson. It required the commingling of the shed blood of 
the nations of the earth, in the most horrible war of all 
time, to teach us the futility of selfish national striving. 

The spirit of unselfish service in the individual, of 
altruistic co-operative service in groups and nations, is 
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the superlative need of the hour. Conditions are pro- 
pitious for the putting into practice of that spirit. Chris- 
tian people the world over ought to fast and pray as 
they never did before; fast and pray as Jesus fasted and 
prayed, that God would fit them for utmost service in the 
tasks of today, as He was fitted for the tasks of His day. 

We believe that a Christendom engaged in such a 
united, Christ-like observance of Lent, will make possible 


a “World League of Nations” resting upon the sure foun- 
dation of right, justice and service. 


“Oh, let Thy love my soul inflame 
And to Thy service sweetly bind; 
Transfuse it through my inmost frame 
And mould me wholly to Thy mind.” 


Huntingdon, Penna. Va 
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MAKING THE MOST OF LENT 


BY THE REV. IRVIN G. SNYDER 


The ever-recurring question to the serious minded at 
this season of the year is, “How shall I discipline myself 
sc that the Lenten season may be most helpful and fruit- 
ful of good to myself and others?” There is a negative 
observance which finds expression in a sort of ascetic 
denial which is no real discipline, nor is it fruitful of 
any good. The season, to be made helpful, should be 
very positive. 

The lady who was heaid to remark, “I don’t know 
of what I will deny myself during Lent; I think P’ll make 
it mashed potatoes, I don’t like them anyway,” expressed 
significantly the spirit of a negative Lenten discipline. 
Others may omit things which mean more of a denial. 
But the keeping of Lent in this spirit is of doubtful 
value. Doing without that for which I do not care is 
no discipline, and to do it in the name and under the 
guise of a religious act is positively harmful. Annually, 
the daily press announces in bold head-lines: “Social 
Events Discontinued During Lent.” But the discontinu- 
ance of these “Social Events,” parties, teas, entertain- 
ments, dances, cold formal calls, etc., comes as a. happy 
relief with an opportunity for much needed rest after 
the social season’s lavish style of artificial living, with 
its over-pampering of the flesh, and a devotion to pleas- 
ure-hunting and self-indulgence to a degree which drove 
out all serious reflection and relaxed the moral fiber. 
These are all conventional habits of our generation, 
against which it behooves-every serious-minded Christian 
to be on his guard. The omission of certain things creates 
merely a negative’ condition, a vacuum. It is not a disci- 
pline nor can it properly be termed religion; but rather 
does it repeat the condition of him who is thus described 
in Holy Writ: “When the unclean spirit is gone out 
of the man sayeth, I will return to my house 
whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it 
empty, swept, and garnished. Then goeth he and taketh 
with him seven other spirits more evil than himself, and 
they enter in and dwell there, and the last state of that 
man is become worse than the first.” 


Negatively, Lent comes with a challenge for a spiritual 


MAKING THE MOST OF LENT ae 2 


BY THE REV. THOMAS WILSON DICKERT 


The world has passed through a prolonged Lenten sea- 
son, marked by fasting and prayer. The war is an indis- 
putable evidence of the world’s sinfulness and need of re- 
pentance. The awful consequences of the war are seen 
and felt on both sides of the Atlantic. Many homes are 
desolate and many hearts are sad. Unless the world repent 
and believe, there are worse things in store. 


But the war is not withott its compensations. God can 
use the wrath of man to praise Him, as the Psalmist says; 
and in addition to the blessings of justice, righteousness, 


liberty and peace which will be more firmly established ~ 


upon the earth than ever before, there are also blessings of 
a more spiritual character which will draw the world nearer 


to God and bring about a fuller realization of the Kingdom 


cleansing. But in turn the house must become occupied 
with a positive good to make the discipline truly fruitful. 


More positively, the spirit of Lent is an invitation to 
sit, with Mary, at the feet of ‘Jesus and with her to 
choose that “better part” which we have not yet attained, 
—a deeper consecration to Him and His service, a 


Physically, Lent should not mean eating less or omitting 
certain articles of diet, unless man has been a glutton and 
in the habit of eating unwholesome food the rest of the 
year. It means that man should eat, but eat temperately ‘ 
and sanely, that the body and the mind may be sustained _ 
for greater service in the future. Socially, it means, not  _ 
the discontinuance of our various functions, save those 
that were never productive of good; but injecting one’s 
self more than ever into society with its needs and vices 
and sins for the common good. What is unfit in Lent 
is unfit out of Lent, and should never again be resumed. 

To make the most of Lent we must sit at the feet of — ay 
Jesus for reconsecration in a larger degree than our pres- 
ent standard of devotion and loving because — <7 


ay 


“Stronger in the strength wide God supplies, 
Through His Eternal Son,” : 


we may during the year use that added strength in bear- 
ing a little heavier cross, drawing a little heavier load” 
His service, bearing His yoke without galling and carry. 
ing our own and other men’s burdens with a little mo 
heroism; manifesting a little more patience, living a lit 
purer and showing a little more of “Christ in us” to the + 
world than we did in the past, and never again falling Bs 
back into our pre-Lenten condition. Lent summons us 


“So to act that each tomorrow a 
Finds us further than today’— = 


until the promise of the Son of God, “Ye thereforesseaiia . 
be perfect, as your Heavenly Father is perfect,” shall fin- 
ally be consummated in us. -° 


aos 


Monroe, Pennsylvania 


of God upon the earth. | aes 
The enforced fasting and prayer through w. 


world has passed have had a salutary effect. TI 
and prolonged Lenten season will be followed b 
glorious Easter when, Phcenix-like, the world y 
better and higher life, a fuller realization and en 


despotism, militarism and materialism has thu 
impossible. vr 


On the 11th of last-‘November that old 
ed away and a new era dawned, an era 
nated by the higher spirit of democras 
and peace. But the world 


~~. 


- Being of God is variegated. 
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this era. Echoes of the old world-order will be heard, and 
spectres of the old world-order will be seen. There will 
be sin and evil and misery which will require much repent- 
ance and fasting and prayer, but the whole world has been 
shifted to a higher plane, so that the evil aspect of the new 


era will not be as low and ‘fiendish and satanic as that of 
the old. 


There is great need for repentance and confession at 
this time if the world is to be placed into a condition to en- 
joy the full benefit of the blessings God desires to give His 
children. The world must get on its knees before God and 
confess its sins and acknowledge Him to be the Ruler of 
the universe, the King of kings and the Lord of lords. 
But to get the world on its knees we must begin at the 
small end of the problem, and that is how we can make 
the most of this Lenten season. The world will never get 
on its knees before God unless the individual members of 
God’s great human family get down on their knees. We 
must begin with the individual and work up toward the 
larger end of the problem. You and I must get on our 


. knees and show this penitent spirit in our lives. Your 


family and mine must gather around the family altar in a 
spirit of penitence and confession. Your congregation and 
mine must engage in these exercises of fasting and prayer. 
Whole communities must be impressed with the need of a 


change of heart in order that the Kingdom of God may 
manifest itself more fully among us. The whole nation 
must assume this attitude toward God and FSe.will. The 
nations that perpetrated this war must repent in dust and 
ashes before universal peace, and especially a permanent 


peace, is possible. Their great prophets must plead with 


God as Moses pleaded for the people of Israel in the 
wilderness when they had worshiped the golden calf, 
Their great prophets must call the people to repentance as 
Elijah and John the Baptist called the people of their day 
to repentance. 

The new era which has dawned cannot and will not 
be imposed upon the world by God in an arbitrary way, 
but the world must prepare herself for it. It has only 
dawned, and will rise to full noontide glory only after a 
long and difficult process of evolution, to which all of us 
must contribute. 

This first Lenten season of the new era may be made 
tremendously significant by the Church if we will use it 
as an incentive to personal, domestic, congregational, and 
community repentance and confession as the first step to- 
ward the great goal when “the kingdom of the world is 
become the Kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ: and 
He shall reign forever and ever.” 


Reading, Pa. 


BIBLE CHROMATICS 


A StTupDY IN THE RELIGION OF COLORS 


BY DR. S. B. DUNN 


II 


Red is the color of Gop. St. Paul, in Eph. 3: 10, 


' speaks of “the manifold, ‘or variegated,’ wisdom of God,” 


an image borrowed from flowers. Of course, the whole 
It takes an entire rainbow 
to unfold God in His infinite perfections—in all His hues 
and tints and shades. Age cannot wither nor custom 
stale His infinite variety. Still, red alone of all the colors 
unfolds God, in that red is the symbol of the distinctive 
quality of His nature by which He is best known to men 
and angels—the Love that God is. Rapt Milton, with his 
accustomed accuracy of epithet and exquisiteness of touch, 
sings of ; 


“Celestial rosy red, love’s proper hue.” 


In Christian symbolism red is the color of spiritual 


purity that is more than mere innocence—a passion, rather, 


cleansed “so as by fire’ and glowing. Love in God is 
red for the reason that it is love in law and l.w in love. 
God on Sinai, as Moses saw Him, was robed in flame, 
on the background of Sinai’s red granite crags. A red 
mount reflected—mirrored a red Jehovah who “Rides in 
the whirlwind and directs the storm.” 


So, too, “God in Christ.” 


ways) shame our sins He blushed in blood; 
He closed His eyes to show us God.” 


To atone for human red-handed, red-hearted guilt God 
in Christ felt the fiery wrath and became the sacrificial 
flame. As “the Rose of Sharon” He unfolds a heart of 
fire... And no less-as “the Lily of the Valley,” for that 
Eastern flower was of the red species. Compared to “the 
Plant of Renown” Tennyson’s “Rose of Dawn” is a feeble 
ray and “pales its ineffectual fires.” The ancient artists, 
therefore, in representing our Divine Lord performing 
miracles, or other labors of love, and in giving to the 
Twelve the Great Commission, did well to paint Him red. 

More significant still are those “stones of fire,” as Ezek- 
iel 28: 14 calls them, which adorned the breast-plate of 


Aaron. The first row of three gems, the ruby, the topaz. 


and the carbuncle, were all wholly red, particularly the 


‘its likeness to fire. 


ruby, which was sometimes called “the pyropus,” from 
And that mysterious play of light 
called the Urim and Thummim, or Oracle of God, by 
which Jehovah made known his mind to Aaron from those 
“stones of fire,” was evidently fiery red, the two words 
above named meaning respectively “shining fire,” and 
“perfection,” plainly referring to God. It was God re- 
vealed in color, and the color was red. Hence the aptness 
of the saying of Maimonides, “the eagle of the doctors,” 
as his fellow Jews delighted to call him: “He who would 
understand all the prophets have said, must particularly 
apply himself to the study of the enigmatical 
parts of Scripture.” 

Let one instance more suffice in Bible Chromatics, show- 
ing the red in God. It is that fine summary of the Jehovah 
of the Old Testament which the author of Hebrews 12: 29 
furnishes: “For our God is a consuming fire.’’ Here is 
no “furor allegoricus” of Origen; nor riot of “correspond- 
ence’ of Swedenborg—no wild imagination’s venturous 
wing. God is fire, not so much for the fiery Law that 
issues from His indicting finger, as for the fiery red of 
His face in the flush and radiance of His awe-inspiring 
character and in the purifying agency of His grace, con- 
suming the sin while sparing the sinner. His glowing 
heart is bent upon burning out from man all that is com- 
bustible, leaving nature and life holy like Himself. Hence 
the fitting prayer on our part: 


“Refining fire go through my heart; 
Illuminate my soul; 

Scatter Thy light through every part, 
And sanctify the whole.” 


Only a red God can make an adequate Gospel. severely 
drastic as well as sweetly gracious, meeting blood-guilti- 
ness with the atoning blood crimsoning Calvary’s sacrifi- 
cial Cross. 


There is surely a piece of divinity in us; something that 
was before the elements and owes no homage unto the sun. 
—Sir Thomas Browne. 


ot he ee ye ae 
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THE AFTER-WAR CONSISTORY 


BY THE REV. 


W. 


STUART CRAMER 


Part Two—The Purpose 


Most Consistories are in the habit of drifting along, 
meeting the problems as they arise in the life of the con- 
gregation, observing precedents and traditions, and fixing 
no definite purpose as a goal to be striven after in the 
Church’s life. This, indeed, may be said to be more or 
less the general custom. ‘This purposeless life of a Con- 
sistory has in the past been regarded as satisfactory to pas- 
tor and congregation. It has been a method without a pur- 
pose. The various things accomplished this way have had 
no unity, because there has been no purpose. It has been 
a hit-and-miss policy, of which many of our Consistories 
are the partakers. It has not gotten the Churches any- 
where. ‘They have stood still. Their membership, income, 
influence upon the community have more or less stood still. 
As a result the Kingdom of God has stood still also. Its 
greatest functioning agency has fallen down. 


This was a before-the-war condition that neither the pas- 
tor, Consistory or congregation will permit after the war. 
The great constructive programs of the nation in all her 
departments have taught us a lesson. When the nation 
needed money, she related every financial movement in the 
country to this one definite objective. The Churches, 
banks, contractors, and every phase of life were so directed 
as to make the Liberty Loans successful. The great ob- 
jective of getting our army to France was the purpose 
which called into co-operation all forms of transportation 
facilities, and they were so directed as to get our army in 
France with the greatest possible dispatch. Everything 
connected with transportation was related to this one im- 
portant purpose. 

This is what our Consistories will have to do hence- 
forth. They must define to themselves and to the con- 
gregation that choose them just what definite objectives 
are before them to be accomplished within a given time. 
To see the vision of such a definite purpose can only 
come after a careful survey. The Consistory should, there- 
fore, first survey itself to see if the spiritual power is 
present in its life that is necessary in order to make good. 
It should survey the members of the Church and see if 


THE WAY THE WIND BLOWS 


Some years ago in an article in THe MESSENGER, Dr. 


G. W. Richards wrote, “There is only one article of faith 
that may be called the ‘article of the standing or falling 
Church,’ and that is the experience which is expressed in 
the statement, ‘J believe that Jesus Christ is my Saviour 
and my Lord’ Wherever men have that experience and 
the faith growing out of the experience, there is the Church 
of the living God, built upon a rock, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.” The Reformed - Church, 

therefore, “has only one proposition to offer as a basis for 
a united Christendom, and that is the confession, ‘Jesus 
is my Saviour and my Lord.’ After men have made that 
confession from the heart, then they have the essential ele- 
ments of Christianity. * * * * How much some of the 
other Churches who are zealous advocates of organic 
union will have to lay aside before they have a consistent- 
basis for ecclesiastical fellowships!” 


But they are doing it! Sunday morning, February 9, 
in Linwood Boulevard Christian Church, Kansas City, Dr. 
Burris Jenkins, its ministér, stated that immersion would. 
no longer be required as one of the conditions of Church 
membership ; that there was but one requirement, “Faith in 
Jesus Christ and obedience to. His teaching.” The follow- 
ing Sunday in the bulletin of the Wabash Avenue Chris- 
tian Church, another leading Church of that faith,-ap- 
peared this comment: “It is always a satisfaction to have 


your judgment confirmed by other intelligent persons. On “t 


He knew what was in ma: 


all the organized agencies are meeting their needs; it 
should survey the Church’s devotional services to learn — 
whether there is created in them the needed spiritual at- 
mosphere in which the members may spend an hour or 
an hour and a half profitably ; it should survey the Sunday 
School and see if the young people are receiving the 
personal Christian influence and instruction in religion 
that they need; it should survey the Church property and 
see if it is adequate to meet the needs of the congregation < 
in all its aspects; it should survey the benevolent institu- igs 
tions of the denomination and see what responsibility rests = 
upon the Church for their support; it should survey the 
financial budget and see if it is adequate to meet the needs. 
After these surveys, the Consistory should determine 
upon some definite objectives toward which the life of the 
congregation should be directed, and let them be the pur- 
pose guiding the life of the Church, Acquaint the mem- 
bers with them and relate all activities to them. as 
So often the greatest objective of a Consistory is ma 
ing ends meet. Is this nct because the Consistory 
failed to set up a constructive program before the | ES 
gregation that will inspire giving? The writer has found — 
that whenever people are asked to Ron ad) a cet thi = 


asking in democratic Profestad laut what specie ‘things 
should be supported, and to be shown that they desery 
support. In other words, it devolves enor a modemia 


is? Do all the people know? Oh no, I don’t me 
Kingdom of God. Of course, that is the great g 
all of us. But many of us hide behind the abstra 
dom when we are pushed to the wall. Let us not 
that there are steps, many steps, in the progress 
this great goal. Does vous Consistory know exact] 
its next step is? , 


Part 3 will speak of “The Function of the Consist to 


last Sunday morning the Linwood Boulevard Chu: , 
this city, announced from its pulpit that from | ii 
forward the only requirement for membership in th 
gregation will be “faith in Jesus Christ and obedie 
His teaching according to the measure of the indivi 
understanding of Christ’s will.” This is a retur J 
original position of Thomas Campbell, and in 
with the real genius of the Disciple’s movement 
evidences of a real ‘restoration movement’ ami 
selves is very heartening to some of us.” 


Comment is scarcely necessary. ' It is another 
of the direction in which the Spirit of God is ie. 
denominations. | Other Churches must surreni 
articles of faith, They are ae ite areities 


Christ came from th 


celestial seats on wee eee 


the jaws of death, and they wouldn’t 
bravery and let them read the captain’s 


: eit Mexican War and also the one I received it. 
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DR. McAFEE AND THE CHURCH : 


BY THE REV, RAY H. DOTTERER, PH.-D. 


.Dr. McAfee’s criticism must not be taken too seriously. 
It seems clear that for the sake of emphasis he has con- 
sciously resorted to over-statement and paradox. For, in 
spite of all its imperfections, the Church is still the most 
effective agency for the propagation of Christianity,—and 
even of Democracy. Nevertheless the Churchman must 
concede that back of the over-statement there is a stub- 
born residue of truth. In the very nature of things every 
institution carries with it the defects which inhere in sys- 
tem and organization. Thus we might ask, as not a few 
are asking, Can industry tolerate the factory? Can poli- 
tics tolerate political parties? Can education tolerate the 
school? Can a nation tolerate government? Can life 
tolerate a code of morals? And all such questions would 
have a certain measure of justification. Human needs 
and purposes produce institutions for'their fulfilment; and 
straightway the institution becomes an Institution, an end 
in itself. Critics like Dr. McAfee are doing us a service 


_ when they force us to see the perils of institutionalism. 


For we need constantly to be reminded that all creeds and 
codes and cults and organizations whatsoever are “made 
for man,” not man for them. 

The Churchman must also recognize the fact that de- 
nominationalism intensifies the defects inherent in ecclesi- 
astical institutions. The struggle for existence which has 
prevailed among the various sects of Christendom tends 
to produce an exaggerated regard for organizations as 
such. Dr. McAfee purposes that the direction of our 
religious activities be taken out of the hands of private 
corporations and placed under “community control.” The 
suggestion is a fascinating one,—so fascinating, indeed, 
that it ought to be most carefully scrutinized. Editorial 
insistence upon brevity forbids elaboration; but a number 
‘of considerations such as the following ought to be taken 
into account: 

1. Persons a fayor the nationalizing of industry 
may nevertheless be reluctant to agree to a similar control 
of the operations of intellect or spirit. Do we not need 
‘a Church, and perhaps Churches, independent of State 
control to serve as rallying centers for the criticism of 
the State——as gun platforms, so to speak, for attack 
upon entrenched abuses and generally accepted errors? 
And is it not true that the further we proceed with the 
nationalizing of industry, the more necessary it will be- 
come to maintain a certain amount of diversity in the 
things of the spirit? 

2. The community, Church, or the civil authority on its 
behalf, would, however, not attempt to compel the par- 
‘ticipation of those who preferred to stand aloof. And 
human nature being what it is, it is probable that seces- 
sions would occur and that rival organizations would be 
formed. For, in the interest of liberty and progress and 

true religion, men could not afford to permit a forcible 
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OUT OF THE JAWS OF DEATH 
By Alan Pressley Wilson 
“T told them I would ride right into 


no use; 
take me.” 


take me. I showed them my medals for 
commission issued to me during the 


the ae ig Sobel and I told them that I 
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i 
HOME AND YOUNG FOLKS : 


they told me they could not 

Moaning and crying, Captain 
John Henson, hero of two wars, made 
his way back slowly to the Home, still 
hurt that his offer to enlist in the army 
had not been accepted. 

As he came along the hall to the office 
I heard his voice and readily recognized 
Many a time since I -became Super- 
intendent of the Home had I heard him 
declare to the others that he had ridden 
into the very jaws of death and would 


monopolizing of religion. Such a degree of monopoly 
as might be secured would have to-come by attraction 
rather than by constraint. Indeed, Christianity would be 
even less able to tolerate a unified Church held together 
by brute force than to tolerate our present multitude of 
competing Churches. 

3. In order to reduce to a minimum the number of 
individuals and organizations outside the community 
Church, the Church would have to be tolerant. Such a 
Church could have no creed in the traditional sense. It 
might perhaps have a platform of theological or political 
principles, if it were understood that this platform was 
only the momentary position of the majority, and that 
no one, not even one who voted for it, was bound to 
adhere to it. 

4. Possibly within the one Church orders or sub- 
Churches might be established to carry on various sorts 
of theological or political propaganda. This would seem 
an inevitable development, if the community or national 
Church were indeed free and tolerant. These subsidiary 
organizations might perhaps erect buildings of their own, 
and attain a certain measure of autonomy. And then we 
might appear to have compassed the circle and come back 
to the point from which we set out. Yet, if it were under- 
stood that these sub-Churches were merely temporary, 
that they would disband and permit new alignments when 
the reason for their existence had passed away, they would 
be fundamentally different from our present “Churches.” 
For the vice of the present situation lies, not in the mere 
existence of denominations, but in the fact that each tends 
to regard itself as a permanent institution, as the Church, 
or at least as an indispensable part of the Church against 
which the gates of Hell shall not prevail. But ought not 
a denomination to cease to exist when it has fulfilled its 
mission, when the principle for which it stands has ob- 
tained widespread acceptance beyond its own borders? 

5. Denominational loyalties are indeed weakening, but 
the property interests vested in the Churches stand in the 
way of the constant process of unification and resegmen- 
tation which would be so desirable. Perhaps the estab- 
lishment of Dr. McAfee’s community Church as a part 
of the socialistic Utopia whither we seem to be tending 
will lead to a solution of this difficulty. Perhaps by na- 
tionalizing the Church we shall escape the perils inherent 
in the ownership of religious properties and endowments 
by private corporations. Perhaps it will be desirable to 
provide for a Year of Jubilee, when all ecclesiastical cor- 
porations would be required to wind up their affairs and 


throw back their holdings into the common fund. 


Such profound changes in men’s conceptions of Church 
and State, of theology and property rights, may never be 
realized. But even greater changes may be just ahead 
of us. 


A NM AE DAO SE SEH HEED (SED |) CED 


gladly do it again for the sake of his 
country. On coming to the Home I had 
been told of the captain and his prowess 
on the field of battle. I had likewise 
been informed that he was not a pro- 
fessing Christian, and that while he was 
upright and moral in all his ways and 
set a good example in these things to the 
other inmates, he had steadily refused to 
make any profession of religion; in fact, 
had hurt his influence by declaring that 
he would not confess Christ as his Sa- 
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viour. I had been waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to speak to him about his soul’s 
salvation, and now I heard him bringing 
me that opportunity. 

“Superintendent, I told them I would 
ride into the jaws of death and they 
would not take me, I-would-ride-into-the- 
jaws-of-death.” This last was spoken in 
a sort of drawl and yet with a dramatic 
flourish as though he were cutting the 
air with his sword. Always patriotic, 
quick and alert and erect of carriage, 
his seventy-five years rested lightly upon 
him. Some whim or fancy had led him 
to the recruiting office that particular 
morning and his offer to enlist in the 
regular army had been received with in- 
difference; indeed, the recruiting officer 
» had told him to go back home and send 
his grandsons. ‘I would ride into the 
jaws of death, Superintendent, and yet 
they would not allow me to enlist!” 

‘Tt was doubtless because of the fact 
that you hold commissions and honor- 
able discharges from the service, Cap- 
tain. It would be rather prejudicial to 
the dignity of the army to enlist one who 
served bravely as an officer; it would 
have a tendency to lower the respect 
enlisted men should show for their su- 
perior officers. Again, despite your ac- 
tivity you are much above the maximum 
age and if the government made an ex- 
ception in your case it would be harder 
for them to refuse the next elderly man, 
and he might not be nearly as straight 
and active as you are.” 

“Yes, but I told the Major I would 
ride into the jaws of death, and he would 
not take me.’ The pet phrase of the 
Captain’s came out again and again in 
his conversation. Seemingly he liked the 
sound of the words; they brought back 
to him the time when, as acting Colonel 
of his regiment, he had bravely taken a 
place at the head of the column and had 
led his men right into the hot fire of 
twice the number of Mexican soldiers. 
During the Civil War he had repeated 
the brave act by riding at the head of his 
lone company into the camp of the op- 
posing side and succeeded in taking the 
entire regiment prisoners of war. It was 
therefore an expression that seemed fit- 
tingly his: ‘I would ride into the jaws 
of death!” 

“Will you have a seat, Captain, and 
give me an opportunity to talk with 
you?” Then without waiting for him to 
reply I courteously assisted him into my 
easy chair and began to speak. “You 
have been a brave soldier in your time 
and you are still brave. You have been 
loyal to your country and to the Presi- 
dent as Commander-in-Chief of the 
army. Yet you have been cowardly 
when it comes to your duty respecting 
your future life and your fellowmen; 


you have been most disloyal to God, your . 


Creator, and to His Son, Jesus Christ, 
the Captain of your Salvation. He liter- 
ally went ‘into the jaws of death’ that 
you might have life eternal, and only 
asks that you enlist in His army and 
fight manfully under His banner. You 
have shown your willingness to face the 
guns of the enemy; you are indifferent 
to the rattle of musketry and the awful 
roar of the cannon. You willingly en- 
dure privations and put up with lack of 
food and proper appointments in the 
army; yet you are not willing to accept 
the sacrifice of the Saviour Who offers 
you peace and salvation. Now is this 
TAS 

As I spoke I had risen and expected 
that he would do the same and rush out 
of the office in anger. Instead, he sur- 
prised me by drawing me to him and 
putting his head against my uniform 
coat. Throwing my arm around him and 
smoothing his silver hair, I said, ‘Captain, 
Jesus Christ asks you to enlist in His 
army and to fight valiantly for the right: | 


. 
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will you doit?” Bursting into tears, the 
aged soldier sobbed aloud and no articu- 
late sound came from his lips. When the 
grief was somewhat spent he regained 
his usual calmness and, without any ex- 
citement or other indication that he was 
taking a serious step, said: ‘‘Superin- 
tendent, I see the reasonableness of 
your argument. More than that. I see 
my duty to God and I am going to do it. 
At the prayer service this afternoon I am 
going to confess Jesus as my Lord and 
Master.’’ With these words he left me 
and I returned to my office work. 

Long before the regular service, how- 
ever, Captain John Henson had person- 


‘ally told every inmate in the Home of 


his enlistment. Before the second beil 
rang that afternoon every inmate and 
every officer that could be spared from 
work was in attendance upon the serv- 
ice to hear the confession of the Captain. 
At previous services it was exceedingly 
hard to get out what the Captain called 
a “‘corporal’s guard,’’ but this one mark- 
ed the era of a wonderful interest in the 
religious life of the Home. 

True to his word, the Captain made 
his confession and there was not a dry 
eye in the entire assemblage. Remem- 
bering his pet expression he closed his 
remarks with the sentence: ‘‘I will ride 
into the jaws of death for Jesus!’’ 


“Superintendent! Captain Henson is 
dying! He fell in the yard and cannot 
rise; come quickly!’’ The words of an 
orderly aroused me from some work I 
was doing on my reports and I hastily 
went to where the Captain was lying 
under the shade of a tree and where 
loving comrades were fanning him. The 
surgeon was already there and, as I came 
up, said, ‘‘He is going; he has had a 
serious stroke.’ Lifting him up that he 
might breathe the last in my arms, I 
caressed him and he opened his eyes. 
“Superintendent, I will ride into the jaws 
of de——.”’ He never finished the sen- 
tence, for the angel of the Lord bore his 
spirit into the presence of his Com- 
mander, ‘‘Not into, but out of, the jaws 
of death,’ I said, as we laid his body 
away to await the resurrection of the 
dead in Christ. 


SPLENDID ADVICE FOR BRIDES 


(The following good counsel was written 
on the fly-leaf of a cook-book recently pre- 
sented to a blushing bride-to-be in the 
“‘Messenger’’ office. We won’t give the 
name of the girl who wrote it, but any man 
who is attracted by the excellent common- 
sense and feminine statesmanship display- 
ed can confer with the Editor privately. 


We consider it worth passing on for the 


benefit of all potential and eligible brides.) 


Love songs and poetry are very well in 
books, 


But love lives longest, when wives are first- 


class cooks. 

Such a practical fact most lovers may 
abhor— : 

They prefer to dine on caresses galore. 


A word to the wise 
cient 

(Even wives to hold their jobs must be 
efficient). 

So if you will follow the rules of this book, 

We know you will be a most excellent cook. 


gitl should be suf- 


Jams and eakes and puddings and pies 

Cannot fail to make ‘‘hubby’’ realize 

That life for him is indeed a pleasure; 

For a wife that can cook is ever a treas- 
ure. Ei Bares 


THE ETERNAL FEMININE 


A man hurriedly entered a Poutnbsde to. 
find an address in the telephone sneeeiy: 


says the Portland ‘ Relea but he 


‘pleasure of seeing all the rooms 


wonderful o]d eles and cary 


‘“thard boiled’? potatoes (here 


found a lady studying the book very in- 
tently. He waited patiently for a while, 
but she seemed no nearer the object of her 
search, and as his time was limited he 
finally ventured: ‘‘If you are in no great 
hurry, madam, would you be so kind as 
to allow me to glance in that book for just 
amoment?’’ ‘Oh, certainly,’’ replied the 
lady; ‘‘I was just looking it over to find 
a pretty name for baby.’’ 


HELPING UNCLE SAM 
American Expeditionary Forces, 
Chief Quartermaster’s Office, 
Tours, France. 


Dear Messenger Children:—How glad I 
am that we have met one another—that is, 
that ‘the Messenger man has started out 
letters and asks for more. You may think 
you cannot write back, but if you want 
to ask questions and will write to the 
Messenger, I’m sure the editor will get 
your letter to me in some way, and I’ll 
promise to write you a real, personal letter 
in reply. 

I promised to tell you of some of the 
places we have visited here, and that won’t 
make a very long letter, for we are kept 


too busy to get out of the city very mee act! 


Would you believe it, that we work six 
and one-half days every week, and only - 
have Sunday afternoon off! That does not — 


sound so well, but ‘‘c’est la guerre,’’ as 4° 2 


the French say with a shrug. 


We did not have a whole holiday on ~ 


either ‘Christmas or New Year, but had two 
full days between. 
much and made good use of. 


Monday after Christmas was one of my “ 


These we enjoyed very 


holidays and, even though it did rain, I 


couldn ’t waste it, so three of us went to : 4 


Loches. 
Tours. 

train, and reached Loches at 9 after a very” 
interesting and amusing ride—the view — 


Tt is about 50 kilometers from 


We got up at 6, took the 7.50 


from the windows furnished the interest, ye 


and the other occupants of our — 


ment the amusement. 

A guide took us in charge, and we went 
to the castle first. It makes you feel like 
a fairy story, and ogres might be around © 


each corner, or goblins lurking in dark 


holes. 
The castle was used by Louis XI and is 
connected with events in the Twelfth e 
tury. There are dungeons, secret st 
ways, chambers of torture, rooms wi 
a ray of light, rooms not high enough 
the pHegiat to Stan up, Bie. ie 


tip pass away the dragging hours. 

From the castle we went to the cha 
It was used by Louis XII and later 
erie and Bere Sorel. She is bur 
side of the Chatean, Visitors aren 
lowed inside the chateau, for it i 
used by a private family, but ou 
knew the lady, so we went in, and 


first floor. We saw the dining room 
Joan of Are and Charles dined, and 


tapestry. 
By that time we were mie 
ourselves, so we went to the ex-l 
where we had mess with the bo 
our coats dried. We had real bise 
first since I left home), bacon 


either French fried, or sort 
soup) and everything tasted so 
were used to such things ever 
were so sorry they hadn’t 
to offer us, but after ea 
cooked by a French « 
I-can tell you we di 
better. e 


— 
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and then went to Voueray. There is where 
they have some of the biggest vineyards, 
and make the wine by that name. The 
most interesting things are the funny lit- 
tle houses dug out of the side of the hill. 
The people live in the hill, their fields are 
on top of their house, and their chimneys 
stick up through the field. 

I am very well and comfortable. Don’t 
hear anything about when we’ll come home, 
but I rather think we/’ll sail this sum- 
mer. Au revoir, 


Mile. Pomme 


MY GRANDMA 
M. E. N. Hatheway 


My grandma knows a lot of things 
That she can do for boys— 

She knows just how to mend their clothes, 
And how to mend their toys. 


If any of my playthings break, 
She takes ee ‘“thandy glue’’ 

And sticks them so that they will be 
Almost as good as new. 


And when I get my trousers torn 
She never says, ‘‘Too bad!’’ 

But fixes them, with pleasant words, 
A way that makes me glad. = 


One day she took a piece of dough 
And made a dog for me, 

And baked it so-it was as nice 
As any dog could ve. 


He stood up straight on all his legs, 
His nose and ears were black, 
His funny little tail was brown, 
And curled up on his back. 


I put him on the parlor shelf 
To keep him for a show— 
And grandpa whistles to him there 
And ealls him ‘‘Our Fi-do.’’ 


—Christian Register. 
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A LABOR OF LOVE 
By W. J. Wiest 


PART VII. MISUNDERSTANDINGS 


Perhaps no one is more easily misunder- 
stood, none more readily misjudged, than 
the minister of the Gospel. This has been 
characteristic since the time of ‘Christ Him- 
self, Who was the most closely watched 
man of the whole Christian era, veritably 
spied upon, by a constantly pursuing host 
of critics, who were seeking to find a fault 
or a flaw in His speech or conduct which 
they might misconstrue into a false charge 
against Him. Ney 
In the thread of our story it so happened 
that a prominent man of the community 
(through the channel of death) left per- 
manently for parts unknown, or at least in 
doubt, and by request’ (of the family of 
the deceased) Rev. Mr. Splicer was called 
in to perform the last sad rites over the 
remains of the departed. The sermon was 
-an eloquent eulogy, in which he referred 
to the deceased as a man ‘‘of rare phil- 
anthropic traits.’’ ' 
One of Pastor Splicer’s elders was pres- 
ent at the funeral service, not so much out 
of respect as out of curiosity to hear what 
could be said in favor of a life such as the 
deceased had lived. When it was all over, 
with the usual formula, ‘‘ashes to ashes, 


test thus: 
- <The late lamented was not a generous 
, he was in no wise charitably in- 
ed; he endowed no worthy cause or in- 
ution, though he had ample means to 
blish a mission or found a college. 
ven if you had known these facts, com- 
on courtesy demanded you not to reveal 
‘man’s real character; but on what 
ray tell me, did you extol him 


es I~ 
ist 


‘¢Well, brother, I can only justify my- 
self by reason of having heard it said 
about the deceased that he had a mania for 
swatting flies,’’ was Parson Splicer’s reply. 
As this was a real service for humanity, 
and upheld as such by the official organ of 
his denomination, the explanation was ac- 
cepted by the elder without further ques- 
tion. 


On the other hand, the laity is not alto- 
gether infallible, and is, therefore, subject 
to being misunderstood as well as _ the 
clergy. For instance, it must be considered 
an impropriety, out of respect to the mem- 
ory of the departed, if for no other reason, 
to tell the minister at the close of a burial 
service how much you ‘‘enjoyed’’ his ser- 
mon. He may misunderstand you, and 
think that thé“Wéparture of the deceased 
has afforded you some relief and met with 
your hearty approval. Of course, what you 
really mean is that the late lamented pos- 
sessed many virtues during his lifetime 
and your ‘‘enjoyment’’ of the sermon con- 
sisted in having the minister extol these 
noble attributes. 

As another example of pure misunder- 
standing, Rev. Mr. Splicer had reported 
one of his services to the local press, and 
had referred ‘to the congregation at the 
close of the service as going away ‘‘ quick- 
ened in spirit.’’? But it was a sorrowful 
testimonial to his preaching when the 
linotype man, aided by the proof reader, 
made him say that they went away ‘‘ quick 
and in spirit.’’ 

It was at this service that he presented 
his annual statistical report in somewhat 
bad form, announcing the number of ser- 
mons preached prior to the number of 
funerals at which he had officiated; for it 
might have been regarded a sore com- 
mentary on his sermons that these two 
items of his pastoral duties should be re- 
lated in the way of cause and effect. 


In this connection it is recalled that a 


prominent Church paper is authority for 
the report that the Superintendent of 
Schools in a Western city died suddenly 
while preparing to address a meeting. What 
a long list of fatalities there might have 
been had the professor been spared to pro- 
ceed with the lecture! 

On another occasion Rey. Mr. Splicer 
had announced as his subject for an even- 
ing discourse, ‘‘Gideon’s Band.’’ The 
Church was crowded, and at the close of 
the address not a few were heard mum- 
bling their disappointment, as they had 
fully expected a ‘‘musical program.’ Zee Ut 
does seem too bad to fool intelligent peo- 
ple in that way. When you hear about a 
band, isn’t it logical to look for the horns 
and drums? Such folks are ready to charge 
the preacher with ‘‘false pretense,’’ just 
like that city congregation who came out 
in large numbers to hear the pastor dis- 
cuss ‘‘A Family Scandal,’’ which subject 
had been well advertised; and just when 
their mouths were watering in anticipa- 
tion of something extraordinarily racy, did 
not the good man get into the pulpit and 
discuss in a most devout manner the fall of 
our first parents, Adam and Eve, in that 
antediluvian garden! 


(To Be Continued) 


WORLD MOTHERS 
By the Rev. David H. Fouse 


In the readjustment following the war 
wo are being pushed back to those human 
relationships that are fundamental. Out 
of all the welter of these stirring days, 
this is the fact that holds hope for both 
jndividuals and society. Among others is 
that universal love of parent for its off- 
spring. Human welfare grows out of the 
nurturing love of the home. The arms that 
nestle the child steady the turbulent world. 


The tendrils of Mother Love reach up into’ 


every nation and among all races and en- 
twine those who make tomorrow’s world. 
Tender and typical is the letter of a German 


mother to an English airman after he had 
sent to her her own photograph, found on 
the body of an enemy airman whom he had 
shot down. ‘‘There is nothing to forgive. 
I see you as you are in your troubled good- 
ness. I feel you coming to me like a lit- 
tle boy astounded at having done ill when 
you meant well. JI am glad your hand 
cared for my boy. He was my youngest. 
I think you saw his fineness. I know the 
torture of your heart since you have slain 
him, To women brotherhood is a reality, 
for all men are our sons. That makes war 
a monster, that brother must slay brother. 
Yet perhaps women more than men havo 
been to blame for this world war. We did 
not think of the world’s children as ow 
children. The baby hands that clutched 
our breasts were so sweet we forgot the 
hundred other baby hands that stretched 
out to us, and how my heart aches with 
repentance. When this war is over come 
to me; I-am waiting for you.’’ 


LOVE’S MILLIONAIRE 
By Charles Irvin Junkin 


_A wee little house, on a poor little road, 


With a little backyard behind it, 
Afar from the avenues stately and broad, 
But Love is quite able to find it! 


And Molly is waitress, and laundress, and 
cook, 
And Tom lends a hand when he’s able; 
The furniture’s plain and the carpets are 
cheap, 
And there’s little to put on the table; 


In fact, they are poor, as the world reck- 


ons up, 
And there’s little laid up—and yet, 
maybe, 
These two may be worth a round miilion 
or more, 


If you put a fair price on the baby! 
—People’s Home Jourual 


THE MANTLE OF DEFENSE 


‘Coningsby Dawson writes his mother, 
“¢Your prayers weave round me a mantle 
of defense.’? You can weave round your 
boy this mantle of defense while he is still 
here where he can sometimes hear from 
you and you can sometimes hear from him, 
and he can know that you are praying for 
him. But if the great silence should come, 
what then? Must you cease praying for 
him? Surely not. The object of your 
prayer is not to let your heavenly Father 
know of your need or your son’s need. 
‘*Your Father knoweth what things ye 
have need of before ye ask Him.’’ Nor is 
it to awaken His interest in your son by 
your pleadings. 
the ground withouteyour Father, can you 
think His children fall by thousands in 
this great harvest of death and He does 
not care? Prayer is talking with God. 
It is carrying to Him our joys and our sor- 
rows, our victories and our defeats, our 
laughter and our tears. It is inviting Him 
to share with us our life that we may share 
with Him His life. Surely, we should not 
shut Him out from sharing our deepest ex- 
periences, nor shut ourselves out from Him 
in the hour of our greatest need. Surely, 
He Who craved the companionship of His 
three dearest friends in His Gethsemane 
can understand our eraving His fellowship 
in our Gethsemane. ‘‘Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for thou art with me.’’ 
How can He be with me if I do not invite 
His companionship? 

After the death of my wife I found 
among her papers the prayer given below. 
It is said to have been written by Mr, 
Gladstone on the death of his son, and sub- 
sequently used, with some modification, at 
his own burial in Westminster Abbey in 
May, 1898. As I do not find in Mr. John 
Morley’s life of Gladstone any reference 


If not a sparrow falls to 


= | 

to this prayer, I am not sure that the news- 
paper report of its authorship is correct. 
But it seems to me an expression of faith 
as beautiful in its frankness as in its rev- 
erence and as beautiful in its child-like sim- 
plicity as in its beauty of expression: 


A Prayer for a Friend Out of Sight 


‘*Q- God, the God of the spirits of all 
flesh, in Whose embrace all creatures live, 
in whatsoever world or condition they be; 
I beseech Thee for him whose name and 
dwelling place and every need Thou know- 
est. Lord, vouchsafe him light and rest, 
peace and refreshment, joy and consola- 
tion, in Paradise, in the companionship of 
saints, in the presence of Christ, in the 
ample folds of Thy great love. 

‘*Grant that-his life (so troubled here) 
may unfold itself in Thy sight, and find 
a sweet employment in the spacious fields 
of eternity. If he hath never been hurt or 
maimed by any unhappy word or deed of 
mine, I pray Thee of Thy great pity to 
heal and restore Him, that he may serve 
Thee without hindrance. 

‘<Tell him, most gracious Lord, if it may 
be, how much I love him and miss him and 
long to see him again; and, if there be 
ways in which he may come, vouchsafe 
him to me as a guide and a guard, and 
grant me a sense of his nejrness, in such 
degree as Thy laws permit. 

‘Tf in aught I can minister to his 
peace, be pleased of Thy love to let this 
be; and mercifully keep me from every act 
which mav deprive me of the sight of him 
as soon as our trial-time is over, or mar 
the fullness of our joy when the end of the 
days hath come. 

‘‘Pardon, O gracious Lord and Father, 
whatsoever is amiss in this my prayer, and 
let Thy will be done; for my will is blind 
and erring, but Thine is able to do exceed- 
ing abundantly above all that we ask or 
think; through Jesus ‘Christ our Lord. 
Amen.’’ 

By reason of war, pestilence and famine, 
the number of mothers and fathers, broth- 
ers and sisters, wives and friends bereft 
and unutterably lonely is multiphed. I 
wish that this prayer, or one conceived in 
the same spirit, might be used in the 
service of every Church from which any 
son has gone forth never to return because 
he has laid down his life that the world 
may be a home in which God’s children 
may live as brethren in peace and safety. 


Lyman Abbott 


AN INTERESTING REMINISCENCE 


The recent death of that great Amer- 
jean, Theodore Roosevelt, has recalled to 
one of the ‘‘ Messenger?’ readers ‘the follow- 
ing note, written by President Apple, ot 
Hood College, in the ‘‘ Messenger’’ of Octo- 
ber 22, 1901, which, we believe, many in the 


‘¢Messenger’’ family will be glad to read | 


again, in view of the recent death of this 
man whose memory needs to be kept green 
because of his unfaltering religious faith, 
no less than his sterling Americanism: 

It seemed to the writer a most appro- 
priate thing after visiting Potomac and 
Eastern Synods in succession, and hear- 
ing such soul-stirring addresses at each on 
the subject of Missions, and witnessing 
such practical manifestation of the pre- 
vailing spirit in the sums pledged to the 
Washington Memorial Church Fund, to ter- 
minate his trip at the Capital ‘City and to 
occupy the pulpit of Grace Church there. 
The call to act as supply in the pastor’s 
absence or between successive pastorates 
had come frequently in past years, but 
somehow this seemed different. The sim- 
ple invitation“which the pastor’s postal 
conveyed was to fill the pulpit while he 
was in attendance at Synod, as ‘‘under the 
circumstances’’ he didn’t wish to close the 
Church. Ah, that phrase ‘‘under the cir- 
cumstances,’’ how destructive of peace and 
mind it was in preparation for and con- 
templation of the occasion! For the cir- 
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cumstances, when simply stated, were that 
the President of the United States had not 
missed a single Sunday since his induction - 
into office from attendance at Grace 
Chapel and was not likely to make an ex- 
ception of the Sunday under considera- 
tion. Furthermore, that where the Presi- 
dent goes a crowd always attends, if but 
to catch a glimpse of him. And such the 
circumstances proved to be in every detail. 
But whatever of perturbation may have 
arisen in advance, disappeared before the 
clear, steady gaze of the devout young man 
who, entering just a trifle late, made apol- 
ogy to the usher at the door, saying it must 
not happen again, took his place and en- 
tered into the service as earnestly and un- 
affeetedly as the humblest individual in 
the land. Nor did the presence of those 
who may have come merely to see prove 
disturbing in the least, for, whatever their 
motive in coming, they remained to listen, 
and that with a hopeful attentiveness. The 
sermon was from Luke 15: 17, first clause, 
and will be recognized by some of the 
readers of this note who have heard prac- 
tically the same discourse delivered else- 
where. But whatever message it may 
have carried to President Roosevelt, there 
was a very distinct and unmistakable mes- 
sage received from him in turn, and to 
communicate such is the real purpose of 
this article. 


The simple, unaffected manner in which 
Theodore Roosevelt, accompanied by his 
wife and two sons, walked to Grace Chapel, 
worhiped there with its congregation, en- 
tering into the service and listening to 
the sermon, and at its close walked home 
again, made an impression that will never 
be effaced. ‘That he has a love for the 
congregation with whom he has chosen to 
make his Church home was clearly evinced 
by the smile which lighted up his face 
when the announcement was made that 
its new Church edifice was practically — 
assured. 


After the withdrawal of the President 
and his family there was the usual greet- 
ing of old friends and much rejoicing over 
the news that seemed to brimg the hopes 
of long years so near to realization. 

Thus passed into pleasant memory an 0c- 
easion the dominant note of which will 
ever be the ‘Christian manliness of him ~ 
who in the providence of God has been 
called to preside over the destinies of this 
great nation. ‘‘Blessed is that nation 
whose God is the Lord,’’ and blessed is our 
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nation that, when turning in grief from 
the grave of a Christian martyr, it found 
in his stead a Christian hero, ne 


THE SPIRIT OF THE HOUSE 
By Edgar A. Guest - 


It isn’t the chairs and the books and the ~ 
things, - 
Or the pictures that hang on the walls. 
And it isn’t the bird, although gayly he 
Sings; 
It’s the laughter that rings in the halls. 
it’s the smile on the face of the mother 
at night 
And ‘the joy in the little ones’ eyes, 
And our love for each other with all its 
delight ’ 
That makes up the home that we prize. 


The house is just mortar and stone in 
itself, ‘ 4 
And the fireplace like all of its kind; 
There isn’t a window or door or a shelf 
But many just like it you’ll find. 
But the home is endowed with a spirit 
that’s rich : a4 j 
And the commonest nook is aglow 
With the love and devotion and tenderness ~ 
which ; : wy ie 
Make sacred the home that we know. __ 


aE 


There are many who 

own, — ; 

And many with treasures we miss, _ 

But nowhere for us is such happin 

known— sain 

There dwell our contentment and bliss. 

And we envy no mortal his station — 

place, : a 

His home with our home can’t compare, 

For our house is blessed by an infinite 
grace ae 

And enriched by the spirit that’s the 


—Philadelphia North Ameri 
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Jane Addams, of Hull House, sai 
mothers’ meeting: ‘‘How quaint th 
of children are! One New Year’s 
gave a little girl a present of a 
‘This is a diary,’ I explained 
‘Every day you must write in it a_ , 
of your life, a record of how you live.’ 
The little girl turned the blank pag 
the book and asked: ‘But why is it 
a diary?’ I’d call it a livery, ma’am 
Pittsburgh Chronicle-Telegraph. — 
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A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


a It is proper that all the members of the 
‘i *‘Messenger’’ family, who have been so 
< gracious in their kindness since my en- 
ca trance upon the editorial duties on October 
— ~=-1, 1917, should be informed promptly of a 
‘ sudden change of plans which will necessi- 
5 tate my absence from this office and neces- 
= sarily from the direction of your paper for 
a few months. This morning I received 
_ definite confirmation of my appointment 
‘by the Committee on Relief in the Near 
East as a member of a Sunday School Com- 
- mission (of ten or twelve men) from various 
_ denominations, to visit Western Asia and, 
after a survey of the relief work already 
done and that required, to report how the 
_ denominational money for relief in Bible 
Lands has been spent, and to lay plans for 
such further co-operation for next year ‘as 
_ may be decided upon. If passports are se- 
cured and other formalities arranged in 
_ time, I expect therefore to sail with this 
_ group on Saturday, March 15, with the 
sxpectation of returning to the homeland 
. bout July 1. 
Whatever temporary inconvenience may 
? ‘be caused by my absence, it is my hope, of 
course, that the ultimate result will be of 
advantage not only to the cause of relief 
mong the needy peoples of the Near East, 
whose Sorrows have brought them so near 
us all, but also to my work as your 
ervant in the Reformed Church. Indeed 
could not have brought myself to the 
ecision to leave for so long a time my 
See and my work were it not that this 
appointment appears to be the ‘‘chance of 
a lifetime,’’ as many of my friends have 
, Ee ecSod it, and ought to prove a ‘ ‘liberal 
 education,’’ better fitting me to serve the 
aS Messenger’’ and the Kingdom of God in 
> future. Itisa matter of no little satis- 


ecial responsibility will rest upon the 


‘Bromer, for whom I bespeak your fullest 
0-01 peration. Greatly do I regret the neces- 
for cancelling some engagements and 


rient ce. “May I not have the assurance 
your prayers that God will use me 
ough this long journey for the glory of 


#0 of the First. Church, 
. E. F. Evemeyer, pastor, 
($1,953.57 in 1918. Of 
benevolence, 

u, who has been doing 
in the Sioux City, Ia., 
eaconess, has taken up her 
Church, Chicago, ll. 

‘agner supplied the Marys- 
10n Churches for 6 weeks 
the pastor, Rey. Ralph 
ow fully recovered. - 
c mgregation, South Per- 
a thala pene has 
ae 


additional duties for these months. The | 
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The Mt. Crawford ‘Charge, Virginia Clas- 
sis, has exceeded its quota for War EKmerg- 
ency by 609 This is the usual thing in 
that Pisce nator Armenian Relief a ‘eift 
of $282 was given. 

In the War Emergency Campaign the 
Yukon-Seanor’s Charge, Rev. ‘8. U. Wauga- 
man, pastor, responded cheerfully to the 
appeal of the Church, this mission charge 
going 180% over the quota. 

Tulpehocken Charge, Rev. Henry J. Wel- 
ker, pastor, went ‘‘over the top’’ by dou- 
bling its quota for the French and Belgian 
Churches. Tulpehocken gave $200 ‘and 
Kimmerling’s $105. 


At a recent meeting of the Consistory of 
Trinity Church, Tamaqua, Pa., the salary 
of the pastor, "Rev. Arthur C. Thompson, 
was increased $100, the fifth increase in 
five years. 


The Consistory of St. Stephen’ s ‘Church, 
Perkasie, Pa., surprised their pastor, Rev. 
Albert G. Peters, B. D., upon his birthday 
by informing him that his salary had been 
increased $20 per month, beginning with 
January 1, 1919. 


The two congregations of the Campbell- 
town, Pa., Charge, Rev. John F. Frantz, 
pastor, have gone ‘‘over the top’’ for Wur 
Emergeney by more than 50%, Palmyra 
giving $201.50; Campbelltown, $193; total, 
$394.50. 


At the conference of the United Evan- 
gelical Church, in Bethany Church, Allen- 
town, Pa.,,.Rev. Dr. J. M. G. Darms, pastor 
of Salem Reformed Church, made a very 
pleasing and helpful address, bringing the 
greetings of the Christian Churches of the 
city. 

‘A Washington’s Birthday service was 
held: in Trinity Church, Telford, Pa., Rev. 
George W. Spotts, pastor. Walter M. 
Benner delivered a fine address. The pastor 
was presented by the congregation with a 
beautiful bouquet of carnations in honor 
of his birthday. 

Rey. J. C. Gekeler’s fine series of Devo- 
tional Studies in our Catechism closes with 
this issue. We believe many profited by 
it. In the near future we plan a series of 
devotional readings of exceptional value 
for us in the home and by individual Chris- 
tians. 

Rev. A. S. Kresge, of Hyndman, Pa., 
reports that his congregation has gone 
‘Cover the top’’ by 50% for War Emerg- 
eney. The apportionment will be paid in 
full before the meeting of Classis. Roose- 
velt, Lincoln and Washington Memorial 
Services were held during February, all of 
them being great occasions. 


In about ten minutes at the close of the 
sermon in the Reformed Church at Saint 
Clair, Pa., Rev. E. F. Faust, pastor, the con- 
gregation went ‘‘over the top’? on War 
Emergency, contributing $103 with more to 
follow. The stars of the Service Flag 
were covered with $5 bills. It was a sol- 
emn and impressive service. 

' The Editors of the Almanae are glad to 
be ‘‘tripped up’’ on their oeeasional omis- 
sions and shortcomings, especially when it 


is done in the delightful manner of the 


pleasantry by our friend Dr. Crawford, 
which appears on page 22. We can only 
answer: ‘‘Guilty! And it won’t happen 
again, if we can help it!’’ 

Treasurer D. D. Stiteler, of St. Paul’s 
Church, Lionville, Pa., which is now with- 
out a pastor, sent its ‘full allotment to the 
War Emergency Fund. This makes it pos- 


sible to report every Reformed Church of 
z Chester County cho the dope! and shows 


the county to have exceeded its quota by 
15%, 

Eleven counties of Pennsylvania report 
that they will raise their quotas: Adams, 
Armstrong, Franklin, Lehigh, Montgomery, 
Monroe, Northampton, Schuylkill, Union, 
Westmoreland and Philadelphia. ~The tol: 
lowing are reasonably sure to raise their 


quotas: ees Berks, Crawford, 
Columbia, Fayette, Fulton, Ly coming, and 
Lancaster. 


The 6th annual concert by the Sunday 
School Orchestra, of which Eugene Z. 
Weidner is the able director, was held in 
the large Sunday School room of Trinity 
Church, Pottstown, Pa., Rev. J. Hamilton . 
Smith, pastor, on ’ February 27, The or- 
chestra played delightfully and gave a 
variety of compositions with fine musical 
effect. 


The annual statement of the Board of 
Trustees of the Myerstown, Pa., Church, 
Rey. J. Lewis Fluck, D. D., pastor, shows 
537 names on the Church roll. There are 
21 exemptions on account of military: serv: 
ice, of whom 4, however, contributed, and 
the excellent showing is “made of 506 per- 
sons contributing to “the current expenses 
during the year. 


The February number of the ‘‘Heidel- 
berg Herald,’’ of Heidelberg Church, Phil- 
adelphia, Dr. R. C. Zartman, pastor, con- 
tains a delightfully’ interesting installment 

of ‘‘Heidelberg’s History,’’ by Rey. Prof. 

James I. Good. The Financial Secretary ’s 
report shows gross receipts for the year 
1918 of $9,260.: 82. The present communi- 
cant membership is 577, 


The quota assigned to the Reformed 
Churches of Maryland was $6,000. Alle- 
gheny County, Frederick County and Balti- 
more 'City have their quotas and something 
more. Carroll and Washington ‘Counties 
have almost reached theirs. If the four - 
charges yet to report measure up to the 
others, Maryland will go ‘‘over the top’? 
and ‘‘then some.’? 


In response to the appeal of President 
Henry Churchill King, who is in charge of 
the religious activ ities of the Y. M. 6. iy 
in France, and among the Army of Occu- 
pation, the *°Y?? is sending over a band 
of the strongest preachers this country has 
to offer to ‘talk religion to the boys.’? 
Among those in the group are Hugh Black, 
D. A. Dunstan Ross, Charles R. “Erdman, 
Mark Matthews and Joseph Vance. 


Rev. Charles F. Althouse, of St. John’s 
Church, Phoenixville, Pa., has issued an 
attractive Lenten program, announcing a 
series of Sunday morning sermons on ‘‘The 
Cross,’’ and a Sunday evening series on 
“The Prodigal Son.’’ He will also con- 
duct a Thursday evening series on ‘‘ Great 
Essentials.’? The Holy Week and Easter 
program is also full of interest. The an- 
nual ‘Confirmation Service will be held on 
Palm Sunday morning. 

Rey. J. Arthur Schaeffer, of Tamaqua, 
Pa., reports the following Schuylkill 
Classis charges as having raised their 
quota for War Emergency: Frieden’s, 
Liwellyn, Rev. L. M. Fetterolf; Trinity, 
Shenandoah, C. E. Rupp; St. Mark’s, Cres- 
sona, .E. R. Corman; First, Schuylkill 
Haven, E. G. Leinbach; St. John’s, Schuyl- 
kill Haven, Rey. M. A. Kieffer; St. John’s 
and Zion’s, Tamaqua, Rev. J. Arthur 
Schaeffer. 


Rey. Lewis Robb, D. D., has closed 14 
years as pastor of Trinity Church, Wil- 
kinsburg, Pa. During these fruitful years, 


868 members were enrolled, an average of 


62 a year. The congregation contributed 
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over $33,000 for benevolence. This was 
given by the congregation as a whole and 
there were no particularly large individual 
gifts. More than $95,000 were expended 
for local work. The membership is now 
over 700. 

Miss Alice M, Newell, for the past year 
the efficient secretary of the Editor of the 
‘“Messenger,’’ is leaving our office this 
week, a fact which is greatly regretted by 
all who have occasion to visit this office. 
Her fidelity and courtesy, as well as her 
delightful personality, have greatly en- 
deared her to us all. But as Miss Newell 

‘is leaving to become the bride of Lieut. 
Collier, we join in sincerest felicitations 
and wish for her and her husband all the 
best things in life. 

A Teacher Training Class of 22 members, 
9 of whom are teachers in public or private 
schools, is studying the new Teacher Train- 
ing Course, under the tuition of Dr. Theo- 
dore F. Herman, of the Theological Semi- 
nary, in St. Peter’s Church, Lancaster, 
Rev. R. J. Pilgram, pastor. St. Peter’s 
Sunday School held an enjoyable winter 
picnic in the basement of the Seminary 
Dormitory, March 4. A monthly parish 
paper, ‘‘Saint Peter’s Tidings,’’ is being 
published by this congregation. 

The First Church, Denver, Col., Rev. 
David H. Fouse, minister, conducted De- 
mobilization Day, February 23. Four re- 
turned members of the congregation were 
given a reception. Lt. Roy Steinmann and 
Set. Louis Jonas were present in person 
and spoke. A Service Bar was placed over 


the star of each returned soldier in the. 


Flag. The offering was for War Emerg- 
ency. The pastor’s two daughters, who 
have been in the hospital with scarlet 
fever for 4 weeks, have returned home. 

West New York Classis has issued one of 
the most complete statements in the inter- 
est of the apportionment which has come to 
our notice. Their slogan is ‘‘Every con- 
gregation raises the entire apportionment 
for benevolent purposes.’? The minimum 
is $2.13 per member. The appeal is signed 
by the Missionary and Stewardship Com- 
mittee of the Classis, Rev. Conrad Hassel, 
Charles Peters and Herman Beck, and 
Elders Frank von Tacky and Lewis Wollen- 
berg. 

It is remarkable how general is the ap- 
probation of the religious press of the 
growing movement to observe Lent, even in 
the Churches which aforetime had no use 
for this special season. ‘‘The ‘Congrega- 
tionalist’’? says: ‘‘The value of Lent to 
the individual and the Church lies not alone 
in its historic association or even in spe- 
cial observances, though these help, but in 
the steady purpose to turn to account a 
time-honored instrumentality of spiritual 
growth. ’’ 


SPRING MEDICINE 


Hood’s Sarsaparilla Is Needed Now As 
Never Before— 


Because, although the war is over, its 
work, worry and excitement have under- 
mined your reserve strength. 

Because the coughs, colds, grip and may- 
be severer illness, hdve broken down your 
power of resistance. 

Because Winter’s work and close con- 
finement have worn-out your stomach and 
exhausted your blood. 

‘Can you afford the good long rest the 
doctor advises? 

If not, take a course of the famous old 
medicine--the one that mother used to 
take,—Hood’s Sarsaparilla. It’s the fin- 
est extract of Nature’s purifying, vitaliz- 
ing and strength-making roots, herbs, 
barks and berries, such as physicians pre- 
scribe, prepared by skillful pharmacists, in 
condensed and economical form. 

If you want the best Spring medicine 
you’ll surely get Hood’s Sarsaparilla. 
Hood’s Pills help the liver. 
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The annual meeting of Grace Church, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., Rev. Frederick C. Nau, 
minister, was well attended. Total receipts 
for the year amounted to $11,800. After 
all bills were paid there was a balance of 
$656 in the Church Treasury and a balance 
of $1,311 in all treasuries. Treasurer Frank 
E. Freese pronounced 1918 the best -year 
since he became Treasurer, 12 years ago. 
During the year a bequest of $12,000 was 
made to St. Paul’s Orphans’ Home by Mrs. 
Peter Keil, one of the old and faithful mem- 
bers of Grace Church. 

The Reformed ‘Churches of (Cabarrus 
County, N. 'C., Rev. W. 'C. Lyerly, Director, 
are ‘‘over the top.’’ Their check for 1/10 
of the quota of the whole State has been 


‘received. Of the two Reformed congrega- 


tions in Tennessee (German), one went 
20% ‘‘over the top,’’ the other failed to 
reach the top, but made a brave attempt. 
Second Church, Portland, Ore., Rev. A. E. 
Wyss, and Emanuel’s, Hillsboro, Ore., Rey. 
E. J. Scheidt, are both ‘‘over the top’’ and 
the Church at Dawson, Neb., Rev. C. J. 
Snyder, is ‘‘over the top’’ by 145%. 


Among the things that Emanuel ‘Church, 
Minersville, Pa., Rev. O. R. Frantz, pastor, 
accomplished since -last December are: 
More than double the usual offering for 
Bethany Orphans’ Home; $67.65 contribut- 
ed for Armenian and Syrian Relief by the 
Sunday School and congregation; $100 for 
War Emergency, which was $23 ‘‘over the 
top;’’ $300 for the debt on the parsonage, 
besides regular monthly contributions to- 
ward the Classical apportionment and cur- 
rent expenses promptly met. Mid-winter 
Communion was observed February 16. 

Rey. A. V. Casselman, of Calvary Church, 
Reading, Pa., delivered an instructive and 
inspiring lecture on ‘‘ Personal Experiences 
in the War, and Reconstruction,’’ in Trin- 
ity Church, Palmyra, Pa., Rev. John F. 
Frantz, pastor, on February 25. Fully 500 
people listened with rapt attention to every 
word. The lecture was held under the 
auspices of the Trinity League, the men’s 
organization of the Church. The returncd 
soldiers of Palmyra had been given special 
invitations to attend, and some 20 occu- 
pied front seats reserved for them. The 
Sunday School Orchestra of 15 pieces, the 
Church Choir, and the Male Quartette fur- 
nished the music. 


Forty men of ‘Christ Church, Bethlehem, 
Pa., Rev. Henry I. Stahr, pastor, participat- 
ed in the Every-Member Canvass conducted 
during the last week of February, the men 
being commissioned on Sunday, February 
23, for this important task. At a splendid. 
ly .attended Congregational Rally held 
Friday evening, February 28, the reports 
were brought in showing that as usual 
Christ ‘Church had gone ‘‘over the top’’ 
for the annual budget, the pledges showing 
an increase of about 25% over the year 
preceding. The address of the evening 
was made by the Editor of the ‘‘ Reformed 
Church Messenger.’’ 

In St. Stephen’s Church, Perkasie, Pa., 
Rev. A. G. Peters, B. D., pastor, Go-to- 
Church Week is being fittingly observed, 
March 4-9, The interesting program is as 
follows: 
to Life’s Blessings and Power,’’ by Rey. 
J. J. Schaeffer, Ph. D.; March 5, ‘‘Begin- 
ning to Sink,’’ by Dr. J. Lewis Fluck; 
March 6, ‘‘The Gravitation of Christian- 
ity,’? by Rev. Henry I. Stahr; March 8, 
‘*A Work That Counts,’’? by Rev. Frank- 
lin H. Fisher; March 9, A. M., ‘‘The New 


Challenge to the Reformed Church,’’? by 


Rev. J. Frank Bucher; P. M., ‘‘ Missionary 
Mobilization,’’? by Rev. James M. Mullan. 


The Leesport, Pa., Charge, Rey. John K. 
Stoudt, pastor, went ‘‘over the top,’’ rais- 


ing $305.72 for War Emergency. Splendid ~ 


co-operation seemed to prevail among the 
canvassers and members during the cam- 


paign. On February 23 the Boy Scouts, | 
venting. «| OTe 


of Shoemakersville, attended the 
service in a body. The Mission 
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‘best things they have seen. Chris’ 


_the canvass. 


March 4, ‘‘The Sovereign Key 


of the Mohrsville congregation celebrated 
its second anniversary on March 2 at 7.00 
P. M. A special program was rendered, 
Mr. ‘Charles Leinbach, of Reading, deliver- 
ing the address. 

Reports from 36 counties of Pennsylva- 
nia whose quotas in the War Emergency 
Campaign total $59,840 indicate contribu- 
tions of $61,257.32. Reports from 19 coun- 
ties of Ohio whose quotas total $10,913: 
indicate contributions of $10,906, with more 
to follow. The following counties of Penn- 


sylvania, 19 in all, have gone ‘‘over the , 


top:’’ Bedford, Bucks, Blair, Cambria, Cen- 
ter, Chester, Clearfield, ‘Clinton, Cumber- 
land, Huntingdon, Lackawanna, Lebanon, 
Mifflin, Perry, Northumberland, Sullivan, 
Somerset, Snyder and York. The reports 
from Ohio counties indicate that the fol- 
lowing are ‘‘over the top;’’ Butler, Clark, 
Columbiana, Darke, Fairfield, Franklin, 
Hardin, Montgomery, Perry, Summit, Ross, 
Seneca, and Wayne. 


The installation of Rev. L. 'C. T. Miller 
as pastor of the First (English) Church, 
Louisville, Ky., was held February 26. The 
Rey. F. C. Witthoff, of Terre Haute, Ind., 
preached the sermon and! Rev. L. A. Sigrist, 


of Mulberry, Ind., conducted the service, 


which was well attended. Many expres- 
sions of cordial goodwill were extended to 
the new pastor, indicative of the spirit of 


good fellowship which blesses this mission. — 
During the ‘two months of the pastorate — 
this has been shown in a very concrete — 
manner, the cheer from the firesides of 


the people warming the pastor’s heart. 


The response to an appeal for increased — 


pledges brought much encouragement, and 
all are pressing forward to the goal. 


A number of Japanese Commissions are 


visiting America to study educational, cig s 
ica’s Sunday School leaders have been alert 
to this opportunity for contact with some it 


financial and commercial methods. Amer- 


of the famous men of Japan, who upon 
their return become propagandists of the 


business men, who are also Sunday Schoo 
leaders, have seen to it that these Jar 
do not fail to understand the plans 
the character foundationing of Ame 
through the Sunday School. Rev. H. K: 
sumi, Secretary of the National S. 8. 
ciation of Japan, just wrote: ‘I 
Japanese gentlemen think that all 
cere, reliable people in the U. S. A 
some connection with the Sunday Sch 
work. This is to the glory of Go 
we are filled with joy.’’ ‘ 
In Amity Church, Meyersdale, P 
A. E. Truxal; D. D., pastor, the | 
War Emergency was presented on February 
2, by the pastor, and in the evening, Rey. 
J. Leidy Yearick, of Boswell, Pa., preach 
an eloquent sermon on the subje 
Monday he and Deacon ©. I. Brant b 
Mr. Yearick returned 
on Wednesday and the pastor and De 
Brant completed the canvass. 14 
ported over $700 subscribed, whic 
than 100% ‘‘over the top.’? By Feb 
28, $537.85 had been paid in and 
ance will be paid soon. Deacon 
serves credit for the faithful 


A Superintendent of I 
Grounds at the Mercersbv 
To fill this position he sho 
of at least moderate mech: 
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formed and Rev. Mr. Yearick for the effi- 
cient aid rendered. The people responded 
liberally and cheerfully. 


The new Child Labor Bill passed by Con- 
gress is undoubtedly a step in the right 
direction. It prohibits the employment of 
children under 14 in factories, and of those 
under 16 in mines and quarries, and insures 
a maximum 8-hour day, prohibiting night 
work for children between 14 and 16 in 
factories. But the number of children em- 
ployed in the occupations designated by 

this law is comparatively small. The cen- 

sus of 1910 gave the total of working chil- 
dren between the ages of 10 and 16 as 
about 2,000,000. Considerably under 300,- 
000 of these children were in occupations 
coming within the scope of the Federal 
Child Labor Law. The remaining thou- 
sands will have only such protection as is 
afforded by the widely varying laws of 
the States, and the laws of most States 
fail to protect children in agriculture and 
domestic service. It is evident that much 
further effort is, therefore, needed in be- 
half of the working children of the United 
States. ’ 


As the steamship Leviathan sailed out of 
New York harbor two weeks ago, it bore 
another large contingent of those who have 
consecrated themselves to the task of car- 
trying relief to the 4,000,000 or more desti- 
tute people of the Holy Land and other 
regions of the Near East. Never before 
has so large a number of missionaries, doc- 
tors, and relief workers been sent overseas 
at one time on such a mission. The party 
numbered 249 members, mostly men. They 
are serving under the Committee for Relief 
in the Near East, of which Dr. James L. 
Barton is Chairman. Dr. Barton arrived 
in Constantinople February 12. An equip- 
ment for 15 hospitals, with 60 motor trucks 
and other materials, valued at more than 
$3,500,000, preceded the party. Among 
the relief workers was Miss Elaine Van 

Dyke, daughter of Dr. Henry Van’ Dykc. 

The workers will be sent to cities and 
other. places in Asia Minor, Armenia, 
Mesopotamia, Syria and. the Caucasus. 


On Wednesday evening, February 26, a 
committee of Philadelphia Classis, Revs. 

H. W. Bright, J. D. Detrich and A. B. 
Stoner, installed Rev. E. Wilbur Kriebel 

3 as pastor of Trinity Church, Norristown, 
Pa. Rev. J. M. Peck also assisted in the 
service. On the following evening a re- 
ception was tendered by the members of 
the congregation to the new pastor and 
his family. Addresses of welcome were 
- given by Revs. A. B. Stoner, H. W. Bright, 
J. M. Peck, C. M. Angle, and Mr. George 
W. Waidner, of the Publication Board, who 
so ably filled the pulpit while the congre- 

- gation was waiting for their new pastor. 
During the week beginning February 9 a 


thorough canvass of the congregation was 
made and when the pastor arrived on Sun- 
day, February 16, he was surprised and 
} 


pleased to learn that the sum of $13,500 


‘had been pledged for the reduction of the 
debt. ~That. was. certainly a commendable 
sort of surprise to give to a new pastor, 
and the congregation deserves to share in 
__ \the congratulation. 
Grace Church, Frederick, Md., Rev. John 
.. Ditzler, pastor, went over its allotment 
f $260 for the War Emergency Fund, 
317.60 being raised. On January 1, the 
unday School turned over $1,000 to the 
ng Society, $60 to be applied on the 
ch debt. The pastor is instructing a 
r class of 35 in the Catechism. A 
Y. P. S. has just been completed, with an 
e attendance of 30. A class to study 
‘Tohoku’’ is now being gathered, the fifth 
‘Sah Class for the season. Se 
hool and congregation joined in 
p Cnien Mission Day. Aside 
plex Envelope offerings, a spe- 
$60 was contributed, $40 by 
chool and $20 by the congre- 
! ble Class is now con- 
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rive for 15 weeks. 


The attendance now is close to the 100 
mark. Special Wednesday and Friday 
evening services will be held during Lent. 
The Lenten Self-Denial offerings will be 
for Ministerial Relief. The fifth year of 
the pastorate closed with the month of 
February. 

March 9 closes the first year of the pas- 
torate of Rev. W. F. Ginder, in Christ 
Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. It has been a 
pleasant year for pastor and family and 
the congregation has enjoyed fair pros- 
perity, although suffering, of course, from 
the ‘‘Flu’’ quarantine. The Treasurer’s 
report at New Year’s shows the bills paid 
and a balance in the treasury. This is true 
of all the organizations connected with 
the Church. During the year, 18 new mem- 
bers were added, the Sunday School en- 
rollment increased by 10% and a Men’s 
Bible Class organized. Under the splendid 
leadership of J. J. Gilbert the school is in 
good shape. The Christmas offering for the 
orphans was one of the largest in the his- 
tory of the Church. The edifice was treat- 
ed to a coat of paint through the fine co- 
operation of the Ladies’ Aid Society. The 
same organization has about enough funds 
to install a new organ in the Church. 80% 
of the apportionment for the year has been 
paid. The congregation went ‘‘over the 
top’? about 150% for War Emergency and 
is taking an active part in the Interdenom- 
inational Militant Campaign for Christ and 
the Church, launched by 12 Churches in 
the Homewood-Brushton section of the city. 

Trinity congregation of Marysville, Pa., 
Rey. Ralph E. Hartman, minister, held 
services from February 25-March 2, com- 
memorating the 50th anniversary of its or- 
ganization. During the week preceding 
Anniversary Sunday, the following men 
preached: Revs. Alfred N. Sayres, Homer 
S. May, and Ellis N. Kremer, D. D., of Har- 
risburg, and Rev. U. O. H. Kerschner, of 
Newport, Pa. March 2 was designated 
Anniversary Sunday. At the morning serv- 
ice Rev. U. Henry Heilman, of Lebanon, 
Pa., who was the pastor at Marysville from 
1876-1881, delivered an address on ‘‘ Retro- 
spect and Prospect.’’ Greetings were read 
from the Revs. Milton M. Noacher, Arcadia, 
Cal., and Stephen L. Flickinger, Shepherds- 
town, W. V., both former ministers.. A his- 
tory of the congregation was written and 
read by the present minister, Rev. Mr 


Hartman. A community service was held 
in the afternoon in which all the ministers 
of the town particpated, each extending 
greetings from their respective congrega- 
tions. The feature of the evening service 
was an address by our capable and efficient 
brother, Rey. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D., 
of Philadelphia, on ‘‘The Church in the 
New America.’? The ‘Church was very 
tastefully decorated with potted plants and 
flowers and a large audience filled the 
auditorium. The choir added to the suc- 
cess of the occasion by its most excellent 
work. 


W. W. Fry, who joined Grace Church, 
Fenneltown, Westmoreland County, Pa., in 
the Delmont Charge, 25 years ago, by let- 
ter from the First Lutheran Church, at 
Greensburg, Pa., has a splendid record of 
service. He served as deacon for 10 years 
and elder for 11 years, and for 12 years 
was Treasurer and Financial Secretary. 
For 18 years he has been Recording Secre- 
tary and has also been a member of the 
Board of Trustees for many years. He has 
attended at least four meetings of Pitts- 
burgh Synod as delegate elder. For 21 
years he has been a member of the Joint 
Consistory and served as Secretary nine 
years. For the last 20 years he has also 
been assistant superintendent and superin- © 
tendent of the Sunday School, and for 17 
years has been a teacher in the school, be- 
ing in charge of the Young Ladies’ Class: 
for awhile and then the Adult Bible Class. 
This faithful member has also served as 
Sunday School Treasurer for some time, 
and has attended a number of County and 
District S. S. Conventions, as well as sev- 
eral State Conventions in this and other 
States. At the present time he is still 
serving in these departments of Church 
work, and but recently resigned as Secre- 
tary of the Joint Consistory on account of 
ill health. Mr. Fry feels a just pride in 
this record because of the confidence plac- 
ed in him, which helped him to carry on 
these various branches of religious work. 
He says that no true man will regard such 
work as burdensome, but will rejoice in 
the glory that comes from working for and 
in Christ’s Kingdom, and he wants to con- 
tinue to work while he has the strength, 
for ‘‘no man knows what a day may bring 
forth.’’ We need more such fidelity in our 
Churches. 


CIRCULATION NEWS 


ST. MARK’S, READING, PA. 
REV. GUSTAV R. POETTER, Pastor 


Steps to the Front with 


Every Member of the Consistory 
A Subscriber to the MESSENGER 


AND . 


136 NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Our Field Representative reports 136 new 
subscriptions from St. Mark’s and Mr. 
Dahlman writes that-in less than five days 
he secured 44. A total of 136 is the second 
largest number secured in any one charge 
by anyone. If this statement needs modifi- 
cation, the Circulation Department will be 
glad to learn the fact. 

In addition to the large enrollment of 
new subscriptions, and the fact that every 
member of the consistory takes the ‘‘ Mes: 
senger,’? Mr. Dahlman secured the serv- 
jees of Mr. H. F. Kindt, of No. 250 West 
Douglass street, Reading, Pa., as local 
agent. The appointment of a local agent is 
one of the most important steps in the 
‘«Messenger’’ Campaign, and the manage- 
ment counts itself fortunate in securing the 


services of Mr. Kindt, who is highly recom- 
mended for this work. Mr. Dahlman says, 
‘*A good man for the place.’’ 

This reminds us of the need of local 
agents. If we could secure a suitable man 
or woman in every congregation who sees 
the need of religious literature in the home 


-and who would look upon this service in 


the light of its importance and as a phase 
of the Lord’s work, we could see our way 
much clearer toward a solution of the 
_problem of the circulation of the ‘Church 
paper. In training Church and Sunday 
School workers why should there not be a 
trained secretary of religious literature in 
every congregation? This could easily be 
made one of the most important offices of 
the Church. 
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Book Reviews 


The War and the Bible. By H. G. Enelow. 
The Macmillan Company. 60 cents. 


Here we have something fresh, interest- 
ing, and fair concerning the war and the 
Bible. Dr. Enelow recognizes that the 
New Testament has the “advantage over 
the Old when the ethics of war are con- 
sidered. This, in the opinion of the writer, 
who is a prominent Jewish Rabbi, arises 
from the fact that the Néw Testament is 
almost wholly a personal book, rather than 
a national. ‘‘It condemns neither war nor 
the soldier’s occupation.’’ It does net 
seem to spurn war as such, but it does not 
deal with the subject of war. He insista 
that the low estate of the ethical stand- 
point of the early Israelites must be recog- 
nized. Their dealings with the captives, 
and: the rules that governed them when 
carrying on a war, judged from the modern 
standpoint, was not very high. It must 
not be forgotten that though this is true 
they were quite an improvement upon those 
who were round about them. ‘‘ Nowhere 
in the Bible do we find condemnation of 
war as such.’’ But while acknowledging 
all this there was an ideal of peace, that 
never died out among the chosen people of 
God. It is one of the most interesting 
books that the war has produced on this 
question of the relation between war and 
the Bible. It will give a new vision of 
the Bible in its relation to war, however 
well read the student may be. 


A Salute to the Valiant. By William V. 
Kelley. The Methodist Book Concern. 75 
cents net. 


The only thing that we would criticize 
is the title of the book. It fails to convey 
to the reader the richness in store. It is 
the life of a young ‘Christian, who through 
great tribulation entered into the King- 
dom of Jesus. It was a revelation of what 
a Spirit-filled life can do. She seemed 
like a stray flower from Paradise, bloom- 
ing on the earth, a little bit of sinless 
Eden all aglow with the fragrance of the 
first dawn treasured by some good angel 
to crop out in this age. Her face in youth 
was sweet enough to furnish an artist a 
model for the girlhood of one of the great- 
est of the Madonnas. It is a second Mona- 
Lisa with its haunting beauty. With the 
increase of the years she grew in favor 
with God and man. No one ever entered 
without carry away a little bit of heaven, 
that would not be lost. in the rush of modern 
life. Crowds of men and women from all 
walks of life turned aside to see what 
God had done for the sufferer. In this 
company were people of both continents. 
The reader feels the restraint under which 
the author wrote, lest his descriptions 
might be thought unbelievable. It should 
be scattered abroad by thousands. Care- 
fully read and appreciated, its glowing 
pages would prove to be leaves of life for 
the healing of the nations. Her works fol- 
low her in the Ida Gracey Home for erip- 
pled children in India. 


Reconstruction in Turkey. A Series of Re. 
ports, compiled for the Ameriean Com- 
mittee of Armenian and Syrian Relief.) 
Edited by William H. Hall. (For private 
distribution only.) 


This is such a comprehensive and clear 
statement of the conditions that are to be 
met and corrected by relief from foreign 
lands, and Will assure to those who are ‘to 
distribute the funds that they can do it 
intelligently, and give confidence to those 
who make the gifts that they will not be 
wasted. It is an up-to-date history of con- 
ditions in Turkey, prepared by those who 
are in elosest touch with all the move- 
“ ments, needs and desperate sacrifices that 
will be necessary, if there are not to be 
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multitudes who will perish. The unspeak- 
able Turk, supported by ‘‘Kultur,’’ has 
left nothing that can be used by those 
who are suffering and whose ery has been 
heard all round the world. The conversion 
of the Mohammedan, and the help that the 
present conditions demand, will tax Chris- 
tianity, and prove that its heart knows 
no East or West. The parable of the good 
Samaritan should be engraved upon the 
heart of the Christian world, for this 
drive for a suffering people. And _ this 
book will furnish the proof of the serious- 
ness of the problem if such proof be neces- 
sary. 


Birth. By Zona Gale. 
pany. $1.60. 


Maemillan Com- 


The marriage im this story takes place 
in the beginning of the book. A man with 
good principles, but utterly lacking in 
aggressiveness and initiative, marries a 
young woman who is ambitious and full of 
energy. A boy is born, whose whole soul 
is fired with religion. The mother sooa 
becomes maddened by her husband’s lack. 
She deserts him and her child. The story 
follows with the father and son as the 
principals of the plot. Through the gen- 
erosity of friendly neighbors, the boy 
grows into manhood without learning of 
what had happened in the life of the fam- 
ily. He reaches manhood, finding friends 
who are ready to lend a hand in giving him 
a chance to reach a high type of useful- 
ness. The father stands by as well as he 
ean, and proves that even his hand is im- 
portant for the full rounding out of a char- 
acter that is well-nigh perfect. It is writ- 
ten in a beautiful style, with pages that 
are powerful in description; and the read- 
ing of which will leave no unpleasant 
taste. It will add something to a reputa- 
tion that already stands high among mod- 
ern novelists. 


History of the World War. By Francis A. 
March, Ph. D., in collaboration with 
Richard J. Beamish. Introduction by 
Gen. Peyton C. March. (736 pages, il- 
lustrated with reproductions of official 
maps and photographs.) Price, $3.00. 
The John C. Winston Co., Philadelphia. 


There are still some people who think 
that Philadelphia is slow, but it has not 
taken this enterprising firm long to pub- 
lish a really excellent compendium of the 
gigantic struggle which has so profoundly 
affected the history of mankind. There 
will doubtless be a ready sale for this pop- 
ular narrative which sets forth with sim- 
plicity and thoroughness the history of the 
world’s greatest war. The author is a 
Professor in Lafayette College and a broth- 
er of the Chief of Staff of the Army, who 
has written the introduction. Especially 
those who have lived in Easton, Pa., are 


aware that whatever ‘‘the March boys’? 


dois well done. We have here a remark- 
able compilation of facts, figures and in- 
terpretations of momentous events, frankly 
written from the standpoint of the United 
States and the Allies. Not only as a handy 
reference book, but as a stimulus to patriot- 
ism such a book will prove a valuable ad- 
dition to the library of any American home.- 


- Considering the evident rapidity with 


which it must have been prepared, we are 
amazed at its completeness and delighted 
with the excellent style in which it is 
written. The illustrations add greatly to 
its value. We can cordially commend this 
book to all our readers. 


Comfort and Strength from the Shepherd 


Psalm. (A devotional study of the 23rd_ 


Psalm.) By Christian FP. Reisner. 233 
pages. Price, $1. The fel peg Book 
‘Concern, New York. 


z 


The well-known pastor ares me 


odist Episcopal Church, Ni 
is here pesnce |? a et ‘se 


WILLIAM C. SCHAEFFER, D.D 
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are more needed at this time perhaps than 

ever before, and the Shepherd Psalm has 
always proved to be.a fountain of inspira- 

tion for the discouraged and a balm of 
healing for burdened hearts. Dr. Reisner 

has the spirit of a true shepherd of the 

flock, and his interpretation is both prac- 

tical and’ persuasive. Preachers and people 

alike will feel that this little book enables 

them in a larger way to ‘‘lie down in te 
green pastures’’ and to follow their Lord — 
‘‘peside the still waters.’? A wealth of 
illustrations, of which Dr. Reisner is mas- 
ter, helps to make this a most wholesome 
and invigorating volume, and we have come 
away from it with thrilling visions such 
as have come to us in worship hours. 


Sermons on the Gospels (Advent to Trin- id 
ity). By Ernest P. Pfatteicher, D. Do 
General Council Publication House, Phil- 
adelphia. 317 pages. Price, $1.75. 


The author, a well-known Lutheran 
clergyman, now pastor of Trinity Church, 
Reading, Pa., states in the preface that ‘ 
the discourses in this volume were preached _ 
in the Church of the Holy Communi 
Philadelphia, during his pastorate in that | 
congregation, and that the audiences in 
cluded many university and college stu- - 
dents. These earnest, practical discourses — ; 
will be found suggestive and stimulating, se 
especially to those who follow the Churel 
year. There is little attempt at polish 9: 
style, but there is spiritual insight 60. 
bined with a definite objective, and we ¢ 
cordially commend the study of these s 
mons, not only to students of Homileties 
but to the people who are able to appreci- 
ate serious Gospel messages. It~i 
difficult to believe that those who 
attend faithfully to such preachin; 
be edified and more thoroughly gro 
in the faith. 


. j 
ATS You Human? By William 
“Hyde, President of Bowdoin Coll 
pages. Price, 60 cents. The M: 
Company, New York. 


This is a lecture to Yale Frome 
what the author calls ‘‘The Twelve 
manities:’’ Athletics, Society, Science, 
History, Philosophy, Business, Po 
Wealth, Love, Morals, and Religion. V 
reference to each of these Preside 
raises the three questions: Are Y 


great university of life,?? it wou 
ficult to see how any man could r 
practical little book and not be | p 
it. 


kor Unusual Interest 


Prof. Theol. Seminary Rate 
Lancaster, Pa 
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Studies in Social Service 12mo. cl 
Prof. Schaeffer writes with for 
of Christian Duty: of the obliga 
Church, and the need existing, 
reconstruction now upon us, | 
altogether epee attitude 

men and women to 
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It’s All in the Day’s Work. By Henry 
Churchill King, President of Oberlin Col- 
lege. 67 pages. Price, 60 cents. The 
Macmillan Company, New York. 


It will help you ‘‘to see life steadily and 
to see it whole,’’ if you master this in- 
spiring little book. It sets forth a point 
of view that aims not to make too much 
of any single incident in the day’s work, 
but takes life as it comes, facing it 
thoughtfully and energetically and not. per- 
mitting the result of any one battle to de 
termine the issue of the war. It eliminates 
as false certain views of life (the ascetic 
view, the attitude of self-pity, the view of 
medieval chivalry, with its faith in the 
aristocracy of certain events, and a like 
faith in the aristocracy of persons, even 
in attempted service), and counsels the 
straightforward taking on with cheer and 
courage of whatever is involved in the goal 
one has set himself. A series of splendid 
sermons could be developed from Dr. 
King’s outline, based as it is on five texts 
of Scripture. 


God’s Responsibility for the War. By Ed- 
ward S. Drown, D. Dx» 56 pages. Price, 
60 cents. The Macmillan Company, New 

VOL ke, 


This is one of the attempts to ‘‘justify 
the ways of God with men’’ that is well 
. worth reading. The author is professor in 
the Episcopal Theological School in Cam- 
bridge. The conciseness of this essay does 
not in any sense destroy its clarity. You 
will be grateful for this message if you 
have been at all troubled in the attempt 
ito explain why such a calamity as the 
Great War was permitted, or how it is 
possible to maintain one’s faith in the love 
as well as the omnipotence of our Heavenly 
Father. Certainly preachers who are call- 
ed upon to solve any such doubts for others 
will be glad to have the help afforded by 
such a logical and definite study of a dif- 
ficult subject. A 


+ HOOD HAPPENINGS =. 


A Dinner at Strawn Cottage 


ss Under ordinary conditions it would be. in 
Eqessitaable taste for a participant in a 


delightful dinner party to describe it to 


those who had not participated. But con- 
ce ditions were quite extraordinary and it is 


- reader of these lines may some day be 
invited to participate here in a similar 
_ function, 


= Wan you imagine, dear Setar a house- 


i 


_ hold of four Seniors, consisting of hostess, 

_ housekeeper, waitress and cook, and a teach- 
er known as advisor? The dinner party 
: Mae but a pleasant part of the weck’s 
: ‘duties of the household unit and was there- 
fore a gratefull variation. There was no 
ma talk of the deficiencies and delinquencies 
ie servants, for there are no servants in 
this household to talk about. There was 


for any possible. tendency in that 


rection is ‘offset by a shifting of duties 


k may be the hostess of this, and 
aa ee four weeks of cach 

iter’ ig in either time, energy 
y. nor on the other hand any hint 
ests were i in a sense being prac- 
these young, prospective house- 
The dinner was ‘unexceptionable 
} idee preperation, and service. 
the guests it was. ee erstedy in 
ostess, h housek er and adviser 
enjoyed by all. The cook 
the kitchen and the waitress 

were in keep- 
brightness and 


within the range of possibility that the _ 


9 mention of the drudgery of housekeep- — 
om week to week, so that the cook of | 


There was no word of the 
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about that justly famous institution. 

The guests, being interested in the ma- 
chinery as well as the product of this new 
venture, were quite taken with the weekly 
card record of each member of the house- 
hold, giving the number of hours given to 
service each day; also in the book of ac- 
counts of the household. As less than a 
month has passed, no comparative figures 
can be given, but the advisor predicts that 
the result will keep well within the esti- 
mate. These five take all their meals at 
the cottage except Wednesday noon, when 
the Meal Service Class uses the equipment 
for its own practice, and the household unit 
withdraws to the dormitory. On each Fri- 
day afternoon tea is served to all who 
may call between 4 and 5, usually inviting 
a class at a time and such members of the 
family who may drop in. The formal din- 
ner with two or three guests is of weekly 
occurrence. The provisions. are for the 
most part raised on the College farm, and 
canning or preserving and all preparing of 
food is done by the household, or larger 
group of the Home Economics Department. 
All of this is done quite unostentatiously 
in spite of the prominence being given it 
by the press. There is no flutter of excite- 
ment when the editor of the woman’s page 
of a metropolitan daily announces her in- 
tention to visit the cottage to obtain ma- 
terial for an illustrated write-up. Since 
the U. S. Bureau of Education took the 
lead and was followed by the ‘‘New York 
Times,’’ the ‘‘Rochester Post’’ and the 
‘‘Baltimore News,’’ the young ladies are 
becoming quite accustomed to’ the lime- 
light without being dazzled by it. 

Come to see us, gentle reader, and we 
will serve you a cup of tea, or if you will 
tarry long enough, we will secure you a 
dinner invitation. Then you can judge for 
yourself of this latest institution for train- 
ing home-makers under actual, practical 
conditions. Si sty wk 


APPEAL FOR PRAYER 


Addressed to the Christian People and 
Churches of North America and to 
Their Missionary Representa- 
tives in Foreign Lands 


By the Committee of Reference and 
Counsel of the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America 


We stand in the presence of critical de- 
cisions. After four and a half years of 
war marked by unprecedented sufferings 
and appalling losses of life, we have come 
at last to the days when the conditions of 
peace are being formulated. Issues of in- 
calculable importance are at stake in the 
negotiations of the Paris Peace ‘Confer- 
ence. 
cies of Christian nations. They likewisé 
affect the welfare of millions of people in 
non-Christian lands. ‘They involve the 
major portion of the human race in agree- 
ments whose binding force reaches far into 
the future and affects every sphere and 
relationship of life, whether political, in- 


_ pleted; that ‘they remember these 


These decisions fix the future poli- , 
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dustrial, commercial, social or religious. 
The decisions of the Peace Conference bear 
an intimate and determining relation espe- 
cially to the future of vast populations 
which have been 'the object of our foreign 
missionary effort. Shall political condi- 
tions within these areas be marked by 


Christian principles of justice and service, 
or shall they subserve selfish and unworthy 
ends? Shall religious freedom and mission- 
ary liberty be established or shall they suf- 
fer limitations? Shall reasonable and gen 

uine missionarv activities be Bifecterded 
and extended or shall they be hampered 
and reduced? Shall conditions be estab- 
lished which make easier and more effective 
every effort to uplift the race or shall they 
be such as to contradict the Gospel of the 
Christ we seek to carry to all the world? 

Unquestionably, the difficulties are great. 
In spite of high intent and unselfish mo- 
tives, how difficult to define the right path- 
way! How may divided opinions at Paris- 
be reconciled? How shall the wide differ- 
ences in racial viewpoints and national at- 
titudes be bridged? And should unworthy 
motives enter in, how greatly will the dif- 
ficulties be increased! The whole problem 
of Christianizing our international rela- 
tions is now brought to the front. Those 
who at this critical moment have come into 
most intimate touch with the actual situa- 
tion, declare that our supreme confidence: 
must lie in the mighty power of the Spirit 
of God. His wisdom alone will suffice. 
Only His skill can fashion the decisions 
of the nations to subserve the infinite pos- 
sibilities of coming days. No power but 
His can adequately rule and over-rule. 

Let our appeal, therefore, be unto Him 
in these days of crisis and far-reaching 
decisions. It is the peculiar function of 
the Spirit of God to impart wisdom unto 
those who know and fear Him—and let us: 
thank God for the God-fearing men who 
are members of the Peace Conference. Nor 
is the power of the Spirit of God limited 
to those who know and fear Him. He who 
said to ‘Cyrus, ‘‘I have called thee though 
thou hast not known me,’’ is able to lead 
those who are strangers to Him so that 
they shall build better than they know. He 
who is able to turn the hearts of kings 
as the rivers of water are turned may, 
through our supplication, order all the de- 
cisions of the peace delegates for the ad- 
vancement of the Kingdom of God. 

To this end we issue this appeal for 
prayer, asking that the Christian public of 
the United States and Canada, and also 
our missionaries abroad, give themselves to: 
such regular and occasional individual in- 
tercession as may be possible until the 
peace negotiations shall have been com- 
great 
needs at the family altar and at all public 
services; and that the noon hour of each 
day be used as a momentary reminder of 
this great obligation to prayer and as an 
opportunity for such intercession. 

On behalf of the Committee of Refer- 
ence and Counsel of the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America, 


William I. Chamberlain, Chairman. 
Fennell P. Turner, Secretary. 
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News of the Woman’s Missionary Society 
[Send Communications to Mrs. E. W. Lentz, Bangor, Pa.] 


AP ET 


Through the Missionary Recruiting 'Cam- 
paign, inaugurated by the W. M.S. of Gen- 
eral Synod, 754 new members were enrolled 
and reported on February 20. The next re- 


port will appear March 20. We hope your 
increase will be in that report. 


- Campaign Specials—Christ Church, Beth- 


lehem—The missionary Recruiting Cam- 
paign, February 12th to 15th, closed with 
gratifying results in Christ Church. The 


. Society was divided into teams; these 
teams with their captains d the wom- 
en of the congregation with t ult that 


the membership has been increased to 124, 
an increase of 264%. The Campaign was. 


al 
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closed with a luncheon, when reports were 
received from the various teams. The 
President, Mrs. H. I. Stahr, presided at the 
luncheon. Mrs. E. W. Hartzel, Honorary 
President, brought an encouraging mes- 
sage, which was particularly acceptable 
because of her long, faithful work in the 
Society. Addresses were made by Mrs. H. 
I. Stahr, Mrs. O. H. E. Rauch, President 
of the W. M.S. of the Classis, and Rev. H. 
I. Stahr, pastor. 


Trinity Church, Tamaqua—One year ago 
this month a W. M. S. was organized, with 
a membership of 35. This young Society 
entered into the Missionary Recruiting 
Campaign zealously, with the result that 
28 additional members have been enrolled. 
Their goal is 100%. Rev. A. C. Thompson 
is the pastor. 


Orangeville, Pa.—The annual meeting of 
the W. M. 8. of Orangeville congregation 
was held on February 20th, at the home of 
Miss Mary Achenbach. Hight new mem- 
‘bers were reported, nearly all of whom 
‘were present. Four new subscribers to 
the ‘‘Outlook of Missions’’ were secured. 
The Treasurer reported the budget met in 
full. A short program was rendered, after 
which refreshments were served. 


Birthday Party for the ‘‘Outlook of Mis- 
‘sions’’—In connection with the monthly 
meeting of the Emma Zeimer W. M. 8. of 
Christ Church, Beaver Springs, Pa., the 
tenth birthday anniversary of the ‘‘Out- 
look of Missions’? was celebrated. The 
meeting was held at the parsonage, and the 
President, Mrs. T. H. Matterness, had 
charge of the meeting. The ‘‘ Birthday 
Party’’ took place in the dining room, 
where a cake with ten candles formed the 
eenter of appropriate decorations. The 
Reformed Church colors formed the color 
scheme. Refreshments were served. Miss 
Jennie E. Bilger, Secretary of Thank Of- 
fering of West Susquehanna Classis, spoke 
.on Thank Offering, after which boxes were 
distributed to the members. The Society 
was organized April 18 by Mrs. Gertrude 
Cogan Lyon, and is already making prep- 
rations for its Recruiting Campaign. 


Mrs. Andrew’s Message to the ‘‘Y. W.’’ 
—That the interest in this department of 
our work is growing is shown by the num- 
ber of requests for the literature to be 
used in organizing new auxiliaries. 

We believe the leaflet, ‘‘Our Colors,’’ 
~which gives the history of our little pin, 
thas increased the sales of our pins, for now 
we have nearly one hundred of our mem- 
‘bers wearing them. 


Our last new leaflet is most interesting. 
The name is, ‘‘What the Auxiliary Means 
to the Girls,’’ arranged by Mrs. H. B. 
Diefenbach. If you desire a copy inclose 
a stamp for postage and address the Gen- 
eral Secretary. We hope that our Y. W. 
M. A. have not forgotten about our 
“‘Standard of Excellence,’’ and that many 
are aiming to be front line auxiliaries by 
the time of the annual Classical meeting. 


Attention! Department Secretaries!—The 
Secretaries of all departments of work of 
the W. M. S. of General Synod are re- 
quested to assemble their reports for the 
second and third years of the triennium as 
heretofore. Gathering them from local 
secretaries up through the ‘Classical and 
Synodical to the General Secretary of each 
department. The General Secretary of each 
department then to forward a copy of her 
report to the General Statistical Secretary 
by May 5, for tabulation and comparison 
on and with the general statistical report. 


Anna L. Miller, 
Statistical Seerelary of W. M.S. G. 8. 


Who Has Failed?—Word is received that 
500 Prayer Calendars, which were expected 
to be sold in the eastern part of the Church 
are awaiting shipment in a printing office 
in Tiffin, Ohio. 8,000 calendars were print- 
ed. 4,000 were sold in ‘the West and 4,000 
were expected to be sold in the East. The 
prayers are so beautiful and satisfying that 
all of our members should wish to pre- 
serve them for regular use. 

The W. M. 8S. G. S. must finance these 
calendars. If the East does not buy these 
calendars ‘it will mean that much loss. 
Loyalty and business sense appeals to 500 
women to buy 500 calendars. 


The W. M. 8. of Maryland Classis will 
meet in annual session April 8 and 9, 1919, 
in Glade Church, Walkersville, Md., Rev. 
W. R. Hartzell, pastor. All societies are 
requested to send two delegates. Charges 
which have no society please send repre- 
sentatives. All desiring entertainment 
please inform Mrs. May Cramer, Walkers- 
ville, Md., not later than March 25th, Rev. 
Frank Bucher will make the address on 
Tuesday afternoon, April 8; Dr. D. A. Sou- 
ders on Wednesday afternoon, April 9. 


Mrs. J. L. Barnhart, 
- Corresponding Secretary. 


The new address of Mrs. Ephraim Corn- 
man, Treasurer of W. M. 8. of Maryland 
Olassis, is 1526 P. 8., N. W., Washington, 
DC 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK 


GENERAL COMMENT 


The Boston Speech—When President 
Wilson arrived in Boston on February the 
24th he was met by a vast crowd of peo- 
ple, who gave him a joyful welcome. Ar- 
rangements had been made for him to 
speak in Mechanic’s Hall. More than 
100,000 people applied for tickets of 'admis- 
sion, but the auditorium accommodated 
only 7,500. The speech of Mr. Wilson 
was one of those fine literary productions 
for which he had become noted. 


He pait a very high tribute to the 
American soldiers in Europe when he said: 


‘¢ Whenever it is desired to send a small 
force of soldiers to occupy a piece of ter- 
ritory where it is thought nobody else will 
be welcome, they ask for American sol- 
diers. And where other soldiers would be 


a, a. >. Fy 


looked upon with suspicion, and perhaps 
met with resistance, the American soldier 
is welcomed with acclaim. * * * Men 
have testified to me in Europe that our 
men were possessed by something that they 
could only call a religious fervor. They 
were not like any of the other soldiers. 
They had a vision; they had a dream, and 
fighting in the dream they. turned the whole 
tide of battle, and it never came back.’’ 


The President mentioned the proposed 
League of Nations only in a general way, 


referring 'to those who opposed such league 
he said: ‘‘Any man who resists the pres- 
ent tides that run in the world will find 
himself thrown wpon a shore so high and 


barren that it will seem as if he had been > 
separated from his human kind forever.’? 


The President declared that Europe 


fully awakened to the ideals of America r 


“take to market and whose land is 


from the hulls of seventy f 


and that the people of all the Allied coun- 
tries are ready to follow America’s leader- 
ship, and that we should not falter for a 
moment in proving to the Europeans that 
we are worthy of their confidence. Among 
other things, he said: 

‘“‘Tf America were at this juncture to 
fail the world, what would come of it? 
I do not mean any disrespect to any other 
great people when I say that America is 
the hope of the world; and if she does not 
justify that hope the "results are unthink- 
able.’’ 


Road Building—One of the signs of true 
progress is road building, and this year 
promises to be one of the best in our his- 
tory in the matter of constructing hard- 
surface roads. In Europe the roads aver- 
age better than in our country, and for 
good reasons. The countries of Europe 
are far more densely inhabited than in 
America, and in some of them the same 
race has occupied the same land for thou- 
sands of years. Our country not only is 
more sparsely populated, but it has he on 
oceupied by civilized man a comparative ely 
short period of time, especially is this true 
of the West. Why should our road system — 
be expected to equal those of Europe? Con- 
gress has come to the rescue of our States — 
and has appropriated large sums of money 
to be used in co-operation with the State 
The Government has approved 760 road- — 
building plans for the immediate future 
totaling 7,869 miles. The law is based 
the clause of the Constitution which 
vides that Congress may establish _ 
maintain post-roads, and this become: 
cially practical since rural free de’ ve 
has become established in most. secti 
the country. The law has been in eff 
more than a year, but the States, which a 
expected to pay half the bill, are slow 
getting ready, but there is every reason ¢ 
believe that they will engage in road-buil ld 
ing on a’large scale within a FTE few 
years. 

It is difficult to over- estisgaeat ‘the 
portance of improved roads, -especi 
the farmer who has grain and produeo 7m 


enhanced in value by good roads, 
Another reason for road-buildi 
large scale this year lies in the faet th 
great numbers of our returning sol 
will find it difficult to secure employ: 
in the ordinary industries. Ma oh 
may be put to work, and, indeed, 
glad ts be put to work, building 


to what shall become of the Germs 
The disposition in England is to si 
into the sea. To us this seems t 


the German w 


out of victory is at 
2 ago among 


The obsession, | seen 


pS Sa Scania Son hae 
to do with this view. A point w 
advocates of a spectacular sinkii 
ward is the alleged fact 
wreckers have not heretof 
break up battleships at a pr 
other hand, the naval officers | 
Italy, two nations now pots 
materials, oppose the sin 
Government has junked w 
pretty and there appears a be 
why its methods should not: 


cost $200,000,000. 
France, Italy’ 
whatever of th 
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the very least, the German ships could ve 
used for torpedo practice. Or isn’t there 
to be a torpedo fired ever again? 


DOMESTIC 


A son was born to Mrs. Francis B. Sayre, 
daughter of President Wilson, at the Jef- 
ferson Hospital in Philadelphia. This is 
the President’s fourth grandchild, and: his 
name is Woodrow Wilson Sayre. 

Return of telephone and telegraph prop- 
erties to private management by June 30th 
has been recommended to President Wilson 
by Charles E. Elmquist,’ President of tho 
National Association of Railway and Utili- 
ties Commissioners. 

Dr. Mary Walker, 87 years old, died at 
her home near Oswego, N. Y., February 
21st. She was a surgeon in the Civil War 
and was awarded a Congressional medal of 
honor. She gained considerable fame by 
being the only woman allowed to appear in 
male attire ky an act of Congress. 

Subscriptions to the Fourth Liberty Loan 
have amounted to $6,993,073,250, according 
to late reports announced by the Treas- 
ury. 

Doubling the salaries of public school 
teachers within the next five years, and an 
addition of 50 per cent. before another ten 
years have passed, so that the minimum 
average salary for teachers would be 
$1,500, was the program urged by 'Commis- 
sioner of Education Claxton, in a recent 
statement. 

Secretary Lane, before the House Rules 


Committee, February 21st, appealed for im- « 


mediate action on legislation providing a 
$100,000,000 fund for reclamation of land 
throughout the country for settlement py 
men discharged from the military service. 

A strike of the employes in eighty-five 
shoe factories in New York City, having a 
eombined daily output of 50,000 pairs of 
shoes, began February 24th, affecting 15,000 
employes. 

It will cost the American people about 
$1,200,000,000 a year for the next twenty- 
five years to pay off the war debt, accord- 
ing to estimates of the Treasury, based on 
incomplete knowledge of precisely what tho 

- final war debt will be. 

Pennsylvania went on record February 
25th_as the forty-fifth State to ratify tho 
Federal prohibition constitutional amend- 
sient. 

‘he War Department is taking immedi- 
ate steps toward writing the history of the 
American Army in the Great War, Secre- 
tary Baker has announced. 

Orders discontinuing Camp Logan, Tex., 
one of the points originally designated as 
demobilization centers, has been announced 

; by the War Department. This makes six- 
teen camps to be ordered closed since No- 
vember 11. 

Congress was asked, February 26th, by 
Secretary Baker, for a deficiency appropria- 
tion of $829,327,200 to pay for the sub- 
sistence of the Army overseas during the 
remainder of the present fiscal year. 
Without an opposing vote, the New York 

Assembly adopted the New York-New Jer- 

sey vehicular tunnel bill, designed to pro- 
vide for the acquisition of lands and the 

. .  eonstruction of a tunnel or tunnels beneath 

the Hudson River jointly with the State 
of New Jersey, for vehicular and pedes- 
trian traffic. 

——s«é#WPresiden't Wilson, February 26th, gave 

members of the Senate and House Foreign 

Relations Committees a detailed explana- 

‘tion of the proposed Constitution of tho 
_ League of Nations. f 
Fifteen Governors and Mayors of thirty- 

‘two cities accepted the invitation of 

"Secretary of Labor Wilson to attend the 

ite House Conference, March 3, for dis- 

n of business and labor problems. 
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FOREIGN 


‘Closely following upon the assassination 
of Premier Kurt Eisner, of Bavaria, who 
was shot and killed by Lieutenant Count 
Arco Valley, Herr Auer, Bavarian Minis- 
ter of the Interior, was shot down and 
fatally wounded. 

The Spanish Cabinet has resigned. The 
King has requested the Cabinet to remain 
in office until the budget is passed by Par- 
liament. 

Habibullah Khan, the Amir of Afghanis- 
tan, was murdered on February 20th. He 
succeeded to the throne October, 1901. 

Great crowds cheered the French Premier 
Clemenceau as he left his house, Febru- 
ary 26th, for the first time since he was 
shot a week before. A rapid recovery is 
expected. ; 

King Ferdinand, of Rumania, was shot 
in the face and arm by a revolutionist 
following a series of riots at Bucharest. 
The Queen is said to have fled. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Deaths during the war in the American 
Expeditionary Forces and among troops in 
the United States from all causes, the War 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof, Theo. F. Herman, D. D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Second Sunday in Lent, March 16, 1919 


THE CITIES OF REFUGE 
Joshua 20 
Golden Text—Blessed are the “merciful, 


for they shall obtain mercy. Matthew 
Se Te 


Lesson Outline—1l. The Avenger of 
Blood. 2. The Cities of Refuge. 


The period. of the settlement and con- 
quest of Canaan may properly be called the 
childhood of the Hebrews. Both in civi- 


lization and in religion they were far from — 


maturity. Under divine guidance they 
were constantly making progress; but their 
progress was slow. It took time for the 
nomadic tribes who crossed the Jordan to 
become agriculturists, with permanent 
homes. Tt required ages for these primi- 
tive pioneers to acquire the customs and 
habits of civilized life. 

The narrative of the -conquest, as we 
have it in Joshua and Judges, throws a 
revealing light on the status of the people. 
It was an age of might, not of right. 
Conquered cities were sacked, and their in- 
habitants were barbarously tortured and 
killed. As we read these ancient chron- 
icles, with their stories of cruelty, cunning, 
and immorality, the conviction is borne in 
upon us that the nation, as yet, had not 


‘progressed very far in that knowledge of 
God of which their whole history is a 


record. 

But into these dark mists of primitive 
life the light of divine truth was gradually 
penetrating. Under the fostering care of 
God the. people advanced to higher levels. 
That fact is beautifully illustrated in our 
present lesson on the Cities of Refuge. 


I, The Avenger of Blood—The custom 
of blood revenge is very ancient. It im- 
posed the stern duty upon the nearest kin 
of a slain or injured man to exact an eye 
for an eye, a life fora life. It was the un- 
written law of strict retaliation that 
reigned for ages throughout primitive 
society. ‘ 

It is not difficult to discover the rea- 
son: for the existence of this savage cus- 
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Department has 


107,444. 


Every identified grave of an American 
soldier in France will be photographed by 
the American Red Cross and the picture 
sent to the soldier’s next of kin. 


(Official announcement has been made 
that the representatives of the Allies at 
their meeting at the Quai d’Orsay have 
decided that the Allies should recognize 
the Polish Government, headed by Ignace 
Paderewski., 


Representative W. P. Borland, Kansas 
City. Mo.; died of pneumonia while abroad, 
according to War Department information. 
He had been in Congress ten years, and it 
was he who started the fight for investi- 
gation of the packers. 


Seven hundred women assembled in 
Washington from 25 States to celebrate 
the birthdays of Washington and Lincoln, 
passed a resolution by a unanimous vote 
endorsing the League of Nations. 

A peace flag, designed by a Boston firm, 
will be sent to Mrs. Woodrow Wilson, with 
the suggestion that it be made the official 
peace emblem of the United States. 


announced, numbered 
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tom. Its roots are found partly in human 
nature and partly in a very imperfect 
social order. The desire for vengeance lies 
deeply imbedded in human nature. In- 
stinctively, every man wishes to be judge, 
jury, and executioner! God says, ‘‘Ven- 
geance is mine.’’ Civilization delegates all 
punitive functions to properly constituted 
authorities. Yet, even under the restraint 
of Christian civilization, vengeance still 
breaks through the barriers of religion and 
law. Vendettas, blood-feuds, lynchings 
are the modern survivals of blood revenge. 
In earlier times, when no general govern- 
ment existed to enforce the law and exact 
justice, this trait of human nature ran its 
course unchecked. It was primitive moral- 
ity; crude and cruel, but far better than a 
state of society in which violence and mur- 
der may be committed with absolute im- 
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punity. Back of the custom of blood re- 
venge lay a growing sense of right and 
wrong, of guilt and punishment, and of the 
sanctity of human life. Today nothing can 
be said in extenuation of it. The State 
protects the rights of every individual. 
But it was different in the time of Joshua, 
when there was no State and ‘‘every man 
did what was right in his own eyes.’’ 

II. The Cities of Refuge—The Semitic 
peoples, like all others, had practiced the 
eustom of blood-revenge from prehistoric 
times. And the Hebrews had inherited it 
from their Semitic ancestors. They recog- 
nized this grim ordinance of primitive jus- 
tice and enforced its statutes rigorously. 
Prior to the Mosaic age there seems to have 
been no higher standard of morality among 
them. But in the Mosaic law certain prin- 
ciples are established which tended to 
mitigate some of the outstanding evils of 
blood revenge, without altogether abolish- 
ing the custom. ‘These principles led to the 
establishment of cities of refuge. We are 
not concerned here about the precise time 
when these higher principles of justice first 
made their appearance in Hebrew life and 
literature. The important point is that 
they did appear, under the enlightening 
and ennobling influence of Israel’s faith 
in Jehovah. 

In the records of the Mosaic legislation 
we find frequent references to cities of 
refuge (Ex. 21: 13; Num. 35: 9; Deut. 

2). There the plan of these places 
is given in detail, and all the regulations 
are specifically mentioned. Evidently the 
subject was regarded as one of great im- 
portance. But the actual establishment of 
such cities was entrusted to Joshua, after 
the death of Moses. : 

He was commanded to appoint six places 
of asylum; three on’ each side of the Jor- 
dan. They were conveniently dispersed 
over the whole country, and easily access- 
ible to all the people. The purpose of 
these cities was to afford temporary shel- 
ter and safety to guilty persons who were 
pursued by the avenger of blood. Provis- 
ion was made for a preliminary trial at 
the gates of the city, and, later, for a full 
trial before a competent court. If the 
fugitive failed to establish his innocence 
of wilful murder, he received no protec- 
tion. Then the stern law of retaliation 
was given full sanction and sway. But if 
he had smitten his neighbor ‘‘unwitting- 
ly,’’? he was granted the right of asylum. 
He was safe so long as he remained within 
the city. Outside ‘its protecting precincts 
he was at the merey of the avenger of 
blood. But at the death of the high priest 
a general amnesty ensued, when every man 
might return to his kindred with impun- 
it 

Tin the rabbinical traditions we read that 
it was the business of the Sanhedrin to 
puild and maintain good roads to these 
cities of refuge; to remove every obstruc- 
tion that might hurt the foot or hinder 
the speed of the fugitive. ‘No hillock was 
left; no river remained unbridged. At 
every turning there were to be posts 
erected bearing | the words, Refuge, Ref- 
uge, to guide the unhappy man in his flight, 
and two students of the law were appoint- 


- ed to accompany him, that, if the avenger 


should overtake him before he reached the. 


city, they might attempt to pacify him 
till the legal investigation could take 
place. 

These facts make it evident that, while 
the cities of refuge did not attempt to 
abolish blood vengeance, they were the 
embodiment of a finer and larger social 
morality. They recognized various degrees 
of guilt. They protected the innocent, or 
partially innecent, against the indiscrimin- 
ate punishment of the avenger. They en- 
hanced the sanctity of life. Even their 
merey was tempered with wisdom, for the 
innocent must remain within the place of 
asylum, away from family and friends, un- 
til the death of the high priest. By the 
imposition of such hardships the law recog- 
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nized a certain degree of guilt even in 
“‘unwitting’’? murder, and thus it tended to 
carefulness and safety. Students of ethics 
recognize in the establishment of cities of 
refuge a decided step upward and forward 
in the evolution of social morality, and 
it is interesting to note that in the Mid- 
dle Ages, in a similar state of society, the 
Christian Church had recourse to the prin- 
ciples embodied in the cities of refuge in 
order to promote justice and mercy. The 
right of ‘‘sanctuary’’ was granted to 
many sacred shrines in the countries of 
Europe. And any accused persons enjoyed 
at least temporary safety if he sueceeded 
in reaching the altar before punishment 
overtook him. 


It is needless, perhaps, to point out in 
detail the spiritual significance of these 
historical facts. Yet that is their chief 
significance for us. We live in times when 
the custom of blood revenge lingers, here 
and there, as a relic of barbarism. To 
most of us ™ is merely an historical mem- 
ory, but not a vital fact. But the his- 
torical facts typify or, at least, illustrate, 
certain abiding spiritual realities, and it 
should be our aim to discern these perma- 
nent truths about guilt and refuge through 
the medium of our lesson. 


The avenger of sin, the punishment of 
guilt, is one of the great facts of universal 
experience. The Bible is full of it because 
life is filled with it. Every book of life 
tells the same tragic story—nature, his- 
tory, conscience, literature. Verily, the way 
of the transgressor is hard. The avenger 
is not a fiction. Every guilty man knows 
that he is hounded and hunted. The law 
pursues him. His conscience troubles him. 
qoneey threatens him with the wrath of 

od 


Are there, then, no cities of refuge for 
guilty men? Is there no place of asylum 


for sinful humanity? ‘Christ has answered . 


that question for all and forever. God is 
our refuge. In His eternal love every re- 
pentant sinner may find safety and secur- 
ity. And there are no other cities where 
sinners may find rest and peace. Men have 
sought refuge elsewhere, in man-made 
places of rest and safety—in work, love, 
friendship. But none can shelter a soul 
conscious of sin and planning for salvation 
save only God. 

The Christian Church must do for sin- 
ners what the Sanhedrin was said to have 
done for the fugitives from the avenger of 
blood. It must make God accessible to 
men; it must make the path clear and easy 
that leads to God. That path is Jesus 
Christ. Through Him we have access to 
the Father. And through communion with 
our. Father we find redemption from sin; 
from its power and from its penalty. 


‘CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC _ 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


March 16. Envy and Covetousness 
Luke 12: 13-21 ‘ 
Here are twin sins born of the same 


spirit. They are sins of the heart—which 
makes them all the more serious. There 


are some sins that are open. The moment 


one commits them, their results begin to 
appear. Sins of the flesh are generally of 
this character. 
drink or licentiousness or vice without his 
sins finding him out. They show them- 
selves in his body. But there are sins of. 
the spirit which are far more deeply 
and which are practiced by some 
who outwardly appear very go 
Bible always condemns sins of the sp 
more strongly than sins of the flesh. T 
world is inclined to take the opposi e 
course. It judges a man’s moral li 

what appears in outward : ted 


frequently very faulty. 
sins are those that sn: 
souls. “tee theae. non 


A man cannot indulge in © 


yours 
thi 


by 
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than envy and covetousness. These ex- 
press a spirit of begrudging to others what 


they may be or have. Their root is selfish- 
ness. Envy is a mean and ugly feeling in 
the soul. It violates all those finer and — 
nobler instincts which should charaeterize 
our attitude towards others. It is a most 
cowardly feeling. We are afraid to ‘‘come 
out in the open’’ and consequently en- 
gender in our souls a feeling of pique, jeal- 
ousy, and secret malice which brings much 
unhappiness and discontentment into our 
lives.. Envy is not something that springs 
up in the heart all of a sudden, but it is 
a long-cherished, growing disposition, a 
gradual inner alienation from our fellow- = > 
man. ie 
Covetousness is only an addition stepity, > ¥ 
leading further into sin. It is more than ~~ 
envy; it is a desire, a’ longing to have ~ 
what the other fellow possesses without 
being willing to give an equivalent there 
for. Usually the word relates to greed of : 
money and property, but it may include the 
whole range of earthly possessions. The — 
tenth commandment enumerates some : 


‘Covetousness makes petals very Tae 
They harbor and cultivate a spirit. 
content which colors their whole life. The 
make themselves very uncomfortable 
cause they make life to consist in 
and imagine that if they had w 
possess they would be happy. ‘Tl 
philosophy of life is at fault. 
could only understand that ‘‘lif 
than-meat and the body more ] 
ment.’’ Oh the tyranny of thi 
‘‘things’’ enslave us! How 
rather than enrich net Hoy 


pthes than peace aaa joy and re 
‘The covetous man puts ‘‘ thin 
God. God is crowded out of life 
fore the Apostle speaks of coveto 
idolatry. The idol is that uw 
men’s hearts are set. See h 
sin violates all the relatio 
is a wrong towards our fellow. 
God and towards oneself. It 
and destruction to the house 
the days of Joshua. While it is 
the spirit, it frequently leads” 
open. A whole brood of sins fo 
as fraud, theft, murder, and 
“Beware of covetousness.?’ 
suggestions. 
hearts. Never begrudge wh 
bor may have. If you would | 
has the likelihood is that you we 
any happier than you now ar 
looking your way and be env 
lot of “things of which you are. 
ing. Generally when we get — 
people’s shoes we wish we were. 
in our own. Things look so much 
when we don’t have them than t 
when we come to possess th 
of envy and covetousness can 
by eee the positive 
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(Continued from Page 17) 


Mrs. Paul R. Decker, Mrs. A. Frank 
Reaser, Mrs. Minnie Noll and Rev. Roy 
Moorhead, a committee of Grace Church, 
Montgomery, Pa., presented a fitting reso- 
Ts lution, adopted by the Ladies’ Auxiliary 
of that Church, with regard to the death of 
; Pearl Iola Boudeman, a beloved member 
: who was suddenly called from the Church’ 
: on earth to the ‘Church on high. 


‘“‘That Woman’s Number was a genuine 
treat,’’? so writes one who is recognized as 
an authority. So in substance many oth- 
ers have written and said. Of course, we 
knew it before they said it, but it is fine 
to have our judgment so generally con- 
firmed. More than ever are we grateful 
; to the dear friends who helped. By the 
A way, if you missed any of those articles 
a or editorials, or failed to read those inter- 
esting stories, keep the February 20 issue 
on file for ready reference. 


The Y. W. C. A. has come to the rescue 
of distressed housewives, and women who 
eannot get work, with a plan for them to 
get together that is agreeable to both. It 
has begun classes in Home Assistants. A 
girl is trained to do any branch of house- 
work, and when her training is completed 
enters the service of the housewife. The 


_ girl works only 8 hours; she gets her 
room elsewhere. She is addressed as she 
would be in an office, never by her first 
- name, and she is called a Home Assistant. 
The plan, by cutting the word ‘‘servant’’ 
out of the housewife’s dictionary, is suc- 
ceeding admirably. The minimum wages 
are $9 for a week of 44 hours; one and a 
half days off. The maximum wage is $30 
a week for one who is trained to take com- 
plete charge of the home. 


_ St. John’s Church, Freeland; Pa., Rev. A. 
O. Bartholomew, pastor, joined, of course, 
> procession of loyal congregations in go- 
ig ‘‘over the top’’ for War Emergency. 
: heir allotment was $200 and $325 is paid 
in. Foreign Missionary Day was suitably 
observed, February 23. The Board’s serv- 
se, ‘‘Launch Out Into the Deep,’’ was 
din the morning. In the evening the 
tch was crowded, standing room being 
apremium. The Mission Band rendered 
yo missionary playlets, Miss Tawilla Os- 
, Superintendent, being in charge. 
s San and the Missionary Meeting’’ 
Inasmuch’? were the services ren- 
red and they blended beautifully, the 
former depicting the eagerness of the 
Japanese to learn about the one true God, 
a ile the latter presents a ringing appeal 
and challenge to the Church to heed the 

all. All pronounced the service enjoy- 
and instructive, showing painstaking 
ing on the part of the Superintendent 
er assistants. The many words of 
iation amply repaid for the effort ex- 
ended. The children handled their parts 
elightfully, and the pastor believes it 
uld prove helpful to all our congrega- 
use these services in their effort 
te missionary activity, both at 
abroad. 


; the admirable Annual Report, present- 
by Edward L. Osterstock, Treasurer of 
‘First Church, Easton, Pa., Rev. E. F. 
pastor, the receipts for current 
that congregation during 1918 
be $5,741.44; for benevolence, 
‘or building fund, $1,412.02; 
urces, $267; total, $10,419.18. 
er concludes his illuminating 
e various items of this, his 
ual Report, by saying: 
many changes in these 
never any so wonderful 


. One of the principles of 
Horace is embraced in 
dmirari, to ‘wonder at 


house is conducted on a business basis; the 


g as those recorded in the 
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of grace, 1918. The transformations 
wrought in all phases of human life have 
been so wonderful that they are even now 
incomprehensible. We have made a cen- 


tury’s progress in a moment of time, and. 


yet we have accepted it all with a calm- 
ness and a stoicism that even Horace 
might envy. We have passed through all 
the suffering of the war and are now privi- 
leged to enter the dawn of a new peace 
after a dark night of barbarism. Suffer- 
ing and death have been in our land and 
our thoughts turn to many a new-made 
grave. It has filled our hearts with sad- 
ness to see these true, loyal friends leave 
us and to have the realization brought 
more forcibly home to us that we must 
go on through the days ahead with a circle 
of friends that ever narrows and grows 
smaller with each passing year. But the 
memory of those who took a kindly inter- 
est in us and spoke the words of encour- 
agement that heartened us in our tasks is 
now our inspiration to a better life, and 
in their death they have given us a call 
to remain faithful, a summons to stand 
firm, steadfast and true unto the end.’’ 


SPECIAL NOTICE FOR POTOMAC 
SYNOD 


Hoffman Orphanage, 
Littlestown, Pa., Feb. 17, 1919. 
My Dear Brothers: 


We come to you with the good news that 
the 48 children to whom we denied entrance 
will be provided for. A certain aggressive 
congregation will build a cottage. This 
will double our capacity, but it compels 
us to build a school house. Still another 
group of Churches is preparing to finance 
the erection of a third cottage which we 
will need next year. The cry of many 
children (recently orphaned) is coming to 
us through the pastors. I am happy to 
report that the contributions flor the main- 
tenance of the Home is sufficient to support 
a larger family, as the liquidation of all 
our liabilities and bills all paid up to 
date indicates. This condition prevails 
for the first time in the history of the in- 
stitution. 


But ‘the purpose of this letter is to en- 
list you and your people to co-operate with 
us in the immediate erection of a school 
house. Many drives for laudable causes 
were successfully launched, and the people 
“put them over the top.’’? This drive will 
also be ‘‘put over the top’’ by the people, 
old and young giving a quota of One Dollar 
per member. Give them the above facts 
and they will provide the means. 

Influenza throughout the bounds of Po- 
tomac Synod has deprived many children 
of a home. ‘These children look to the 
Church to enlarge her orphanages for their 
protection. Some pastors, knowing that 
we have a waiting list of 30 to 50, have 
placed orphans in other homes, even in 
Roman Catholic institutions. Lay these 
facts on the hearts of your people, and tell 
them that some of our beds are already 
doing double duty because of the urgent 
appeals that have come to us. Our beds 
are all single beds, but we try to accom- 
modate as many as possible. 


Our present school room is in the chil- 
dren’s cottage, where we all eat, and where 
the children sleep, sew, cook, bake, study 
and play. Another cottage means twice 
the present number of children, but there 
will be no place in which to instruct them. 
A school house is an absolute necessity. 

The Building Committee with the Exec- 
utive Committee and the architect, by the 
order of the Board of Directors, is going 
ahead with the arrangements to build at 
once. The appeal of 48 helpless orphans 
is so insistent that the Board can do noth- 


ing else than build, and it has sufficient © 


confidence in you and the Church to say 
that these buildings will be paid for when 
completed. But you dare not fail us. 
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We held off this building project for at 
least three long years, but we can defer it 
no longer. God bereft these children and 
He will provide for them through you. In 
some cases four and five homeless children 
are dependent upon a penniless and discon- 
solate grandparent, who is their sole pro- 
tector and provider. Understand, please, I 
am not pleading for a cottage. I am plead- 
ing for a school house in which we can 
develop them mentally and spiritually. 
Help us to this building, and do it at once 
before other causes hinder, so that the 
school will be ready when the new cot- 
tage is completed. 

Anticipating an early and favorable re- 
ply, I am prepared to help you in this drive 
with any information you may desire, but 
I am needed here at the Home, and hope 
you will come over the top for a cause so 
worthy and now so very urgent. Send your 
money to Treasurer Rev. Samuel H. Stein, 
119 South Duke street, York, Pa. 


Most sincerely yours, 


Andrew H. Smith, 
Superintendent. 


“CEDAR CREST,’’ THE COLLEGE FOR 
WOMEN, ALLENTOWN, PA. 


The ‘National Week of Song’’ was ob- 
served by the students in an interetsing 
and wholesome manner. The exercises 
closed with an open evening to the friends 
of the student body. The program was in- 
formal and opened with a ‘‘Grand March’’ 
through our long and spacious hall, which 
led up to ‘‘George Washington,’’ who re- 
ceived the guests at the foot of the cen- 
tral staircase. The community singing was 
effective and thoroughly enjoyed by all. 
The evening closed with a strong and beau- 
tiful pageant, ‘‘The American Spirit of 
Liberty,’’ which presented the develop- 
ment of Liberty in American history in 
three parts; the final scene portrayed Lib- 
erty commissioning the youth of America 
to go throughout the entire world and 
carry the torch of brotherhood and justice 
in the name of Liberty. 

A letter reached us the other day whose 
spirit was so heartening that we want to 
share it with our friends. ‘‘Inclosed find 
check toward the worthy cause you repre- 
sent. The calls are coming thick and fast, 
but I am glad that I am alive, and dou- 
bly glad that I have this much to give 
toward this cause. Wishing you abund- 
ant success with your work.’’ We appre- 
ciate that such a spirit is manifest in the 
hearts of our friends. 

The Philadelphia Branch of the Alumnae 
Association believes in doing things worth 
while. They have secured the Forest Thea- 
tre, in Philadelphia, for a two-day benefit 
for the College, and they are now hard 


at work to guarantee returns that will be 


worth while. Those ‘‘girls’? make splen- 
did pace-setters for the rest of our work- 
ers. They deserve patronage and commen- 
dation. 

In an unusually impressive service the 
new officers of the Y. W. 'C. A. were in- 
stalled on Wednesday morning. They are 
as follows: President, Florence Glick; Vice- 
President, Lillian Brown; Treasurer, Ruth 
Kressley; Secretary, Anna Olweiler. The 
work of the Association has been most 
commendable; they raised $500 for the 
‘¢Priendship War Fund;’’ then they raised 
another $500 for the ‘‘United War Work 
Fund;’’ they are supporting a student in 
China and one in Japan; they are con- 
ducting two Mission Study classes, and 
the work of their Red Cross Chapter has 
been highly commended. Since the war is 
over, they must be assigned equally worthy 
causes and they will respond with the 
same willingness and enthusiasm. 

We need forty additional $60-Interest 


shares to secure a promise of $3,600 toward _ 


our Interest Fund. Our friends will help 
us; this note is intended to remind them 
of the fact that we need the help now. 


ee a 


“a 
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BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rey. W. F. More, D. D., Superintendent 


A Wedding 
Yesterday at half-past two o’clock I 
had the rare privilege and the great honor 
of officiating at a wedding at the Orphans’ 
Home. 


It was a rare privilege because, although 
I have had 127 weddings during my min- 
istry of 35 years, the last one was in Sep- 
tember, 1910. It was a great honor, because 
the bridegroom was a minister of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church and the bride 
was one of our most faithful employees 
since March, 1914. 


The ceremony was performed in the new 
office and the ring service was used. Thus 
were united in holy wedlock the Rev. Clar- 
ence Howell and Miss Lillie J. Rintz, in 
the presence of Miss Miriam Hassler and 
Miss Ella D. Ritz, who both signed the cer- 
tificate as witnesses and joined in heart- 
iest good wishes to the bride and most sin- 
cere congratulations to the groom. 


After partaking of simple refreshments 
this ideal private home wedding ceremony 
was over, and Mr. and Mrs. Howell startea 
o.a short wedding trip to Harrisburg and 
Philadelphia, to be followed by a more ex- 
tended one when weather conditions will 
be more favorable next summer. Mean- 
while they will make their home at Quarry- 
ville, Pa., at least until after the meeting 
of conference. 


I learned a moment ago that while the 
marriage ceremony was performed in the 
office the older girls in Santee Hall were 
~ making preparations for the customary 
send-off; suit case decorated with ribbons 
and conspicuously labeled, ‘‘Just Mar- 
ried,’’? and there was the old shoe and the 
rice shower, everything up to date, even 
though it was in the country and not in the 
town of Womelsdorf or the city of Reading. 


PHOEBE DEACONESS AND OLD 
FOLKS’ HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 


Rev. Robert M. Kern, Superintendent 


We are exceedingly grateful that we can 
continue to report that our family is en- 
joying good health. We have not had very 
much sickness all winter, although the 
members of our family are pretty well on 
in years, they are none the less enjoying 
splendid health. We have good air and 
plenty of it. We have enough of God’s 
sunshine and enough to eat. In case of 
sickness we have a good doctor to come in 
and at once take care of us. For all these 
blessings we are truly grateful. 

The members of our family have any 
amount of time to read magazines, news- 
papers, and even look through books. 
Highly illustrated magazines and papers 
are about as acceptable as anything. Some- 
body not preserving copies of the ‘‘Geo- 
graphic’’ might create a whole lot of sun- 
shine in the hearts of our residents by 
sending these copies to the Home. There 
are such splendid illustrations in the 
‘¢Geographic,’’ and they would spend many 
an hour looking them over; the reading, 
too, is very simple and many of them would 
enjoy reading it. These look like little 
things, yet they would mean a great deal 
to our fathers and mothers who are spend- 
ing their declining years in our Home. 
Send them to us; we will appreciate them. 

Friends, relatives and acquaintances of 
our residents-can bring cheer to them by 
_ writing letters, and even sending souvenir 
post cards. Out residents, as a rule, are 
far from their original families. Anything 
that will in any way remind them of the 
past, either of their families or anything 
else, will cheer their hearts. This is a 
little thing, and yet it means much at this 
end. We want our family to be just as 


happy as possible. 
make them happy. 

These are splendid days to begin to plan 
for Donation Day. Let us hope that the 
various Chapters may soon take up the 
work and begin to plan for the great day 
in June The leaders know all about it; 
they are generally well informed. If they 
will let us know their plans, we shall be 
glad to give their plans such publicity as 
might prove helpful to others. We can 
help each other by conferring and by work- 
ing together. 

When you come to Allentown stop in to 
see us. Seeing is believing. We have a 
happy Home. 


You can help us to 


GOOD-BYE TO ASH WEDNESDAY 
By Dr. James Crawford 


A Salutation With Refiections 


Good-bye carries with is the meaning of 
‘God be with you.’’ We are not using 
it in that sense, though we can very read- 
ily pray: ‘‘God be with us on Ash Wed- 
nesday. ‘‘On’’ and ‘‘to’’ suggest very 
different meanings. It is commonly used 
as we reach ‘‘the parting of the ways,’’ 
and rarely without any thought of God 
in the expression. The parting hour has 
now been reached in our association with 
Ash Wednesday. As we say ‘‘good-bye’’ 
to Ash Wednesday a feeling of sadness 
thrills our hearts, because we have com- 
panied lo! these many years through the 
cycle of the 'Church Year. 


Now a word about the day. It has been 
duly noted in the Christian calendar for 
many centuries. Ash Wednesday marks 
the beginning of the Lenten season. It 
may seem strange to be bidding good-bye 
to the day at a time like the present, when 
the Lenten season has a stronger hold upon 
the Christian Church than at any previous 
time in its history. It has received its 
peculiar name from the fact that the ashes 


‘ of the palm branches of the preceding Palm 


Sunday are used to mark the foreheads of 
the devout members of the Roman Church 
with the sign of the Cross. The day has 
been observed from a very early period 
and was probably regarded as a continua: 
tion of a custom which prevailed in the 
days of the Prophet Joel, when the devout 
Jews were summoned to appear before God 
‘‘in sackcloth and ashes.’? Ash Wednes- 
day is also observed in our day in Epis- 
copal, Reformed and Lutheran Churches. 
In the Order of Worship of the Reformed 
Church there is a special service for the 
first day in Lent, commonly called Ash 
Wednesday. Wherever the Lenten season 
is observed in the Reformed Church spe- 


cial stress is laid wpon the service for Ash 


Wednesday as the day which introduces 
ae most solemn season of the Church 
ear. 


Now for the reflections. The other day, 
in an examination of the Calendar of the 
Church in our popular, very valuable and 
highly prized Almanac and Year Book for 
—yes, even so—the Reformed Church in 
the United States, when lo! and behold! 
(oh, tell it not in Gath, publish it not in 
the streets of Askelon!), Ash Wednesday 
had suddenly disappeared from the Cal- 
endar in the Almanac! Here it is that we 
have come to ‘‘the parting of the ways’’ 
with the familiar herald of the Lenten sea- 
son. It’s a long way from 1864 to 1919— 
a period of fifty-five years—which covers 
the history of our Almanac. It has been 
our Mentor, keeping us posted on the great 
days of the Church Year, ‘‘lest we should 
forget.’’ But now, alas! after it has gotten 


such a strong hold on our minds and 


hearts, it fell down. When the Almanac 


reached the fourth of March it said by a | 


startling omission, ‘‘ good-bye to Ash Wed- 
nesday.’’ It is now a back number, though 
to memory dear. And, more than that, 


card. 


Shrove Tuesday goes with it into the dis: Be 
Tee he oe ‘ 
: - e— # 0 Fey" 5 


Educational Column 


LT 
Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institutions 
of the Reformed Church. It is conducted by the 
three (English) Eastern Synods. ‘The Professors, 
members of the Board of Visitors and members of 
the Board of Trustees are elected by the Synods. 
It provides a course of three years. It has a 
faculty of eight Professors and Instructors. It also 
offers a post-graduate course of two years, leading 
ye the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
ree. = 

For catalogue or information address the President 

REV. JOHN C. BOWMAN, D. D., - 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Central Theological Seminary of the 
Reformed Church, Dayton, Ohio 


Union of Heidelberg and Ursinus Theological 
Seminaries. Eight Professors, including the Teacher 
of Elocution, Presents: (1) Undergraduate; (2) 
Special and Partial, and (3) Graduate Courses of 
Study. Tuition free. 

For further information address, 

HENRY J. CHRISTMAN, President, Dayton, O. 
| ANP Sern a. ee ee a oe ee See 


Franklin and Marshall College 
Lancaster, Pa. 
Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and Sciences 
Campus of fifty-four acres with ten buildings, in- 
cluding thoroughly equipped Science B ; 
Library, Observatory, Gymnasium and Complete 


. Athletic Field. 


THRM OPENS SHPTHMBHR 24, 
For Catalogue address: : 


HENRY H. APPLB, D. D. LL, D., Pres. 5. 
URSINUS COLLEGE re 


For Younc Men anp Younc WoMEN 
Academic Year Opens September 17, 1918 


Buildings Open for Inspection All Summer 


RESERVE YOUR ROOM NOW! 
Send for Catalogue and Certificate Blank, 
Address, GEORGE LESLIE OMWAKE, President, 
Collegeville, Pennsylvania. d 


CATAWBA COLLEGE, Newton, N.C. 


Founded 1851. Located in the famous Piedmont 


section of North 

Open to both sexes. 1ce 
ough training. Careful supervision. I = 
consistent with first class accommodations. Three 
courses with special Departments. _ Twelve $100 
scholarships for ministerial students.“ For catalog, 
address A. D. WOLFINGER, President. 


Franklin and Marshall Academy — 
Lancaster, Pa. «; & 
A College Preparatory School for Boys) % 


Carolina, Healthful climate. 
Experienced faculty. Thor: 


Excellent advantages at moderate cost. = =—— a 


About 900 Academy boys entered some 40 — 


colleges in the last 20 years. ag 


Send for illustrated catalogue. _ 
EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M., Prinel 


The Mercersburg Academy 


Thorough instruction; college preparatory \¥ 
being especially successful. Personal interes 
taken in each boy, the aim being to inspire 
every pupil the lofty ideals of thorough schol: 
ship, broad attainments, sound judgment 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
information, address Sy 
WILLIAM MANN IRVINE, Ph. D., Presiden 

ercersbur; 


» Virernia, Woodstock 


__ FOR BOY 
The Massanutten Academy * 


Incu 
finest 
traditions of the Old Dominion. Healthfu 
tion, beautiful Shenandoah Valley and mour 
scenery. Prepares for college and business; sp len- 
did musical course; athletics; fine esprit de cor 
Easily accessible. Limited to 100 boys, $350. 
dress Howarp J. Bencuorr, A. M., Hea 


HOOD COLLEGE | 
For YounG WomMEN 
Frederick, Maryland ; s 


Allentown, | ste 
The Church educati 
active service of cultured: 


Lowest rates: A 
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What are henceforth to be our reckon- 
ings? As a substitute for Shrove Tuesday, 
Florian, a Polish Saint, whose protection is 
often sought in Poland against fire, is en- 
throned. For Ash Wednesday we are to 
have associated with the first day of Lent 
Perpetua, a young woman, who as a mem 

ber of the Church of Carthage, about the 
years 202, became enrolled among the 
Christian martyrs. During her lifetime, 
: when it was the custom of the Church to 
5 pray only for those who had died in the 
| faith, she was encouraged by a vision to 
pray for her brother, who had died with- 
out having been baptized. A later vision 
assured her that her prayer had been 
answered, and that he had been translated 
from punishment. So much for Perpetua. 
She was no doubt worthy of the honor 
which has been conferred upon her by the 

Church of Poland. ‘But it does seem to us 

that ‘‘the sackcloth and ashes’’ in the 

strains of the Prophet Joel are more suit- 
-able as reminders of the penitential spirit 

of the Lenten season than the visions of 
- Perpetua. : 

In these days, when appeals to ‘‘refer- 
endums’’ find favor in certain directions, 
it might be suggested that a ‘‘referen- 
-dum’’ upon the substitutions in the (Cal- 
endar would find great favor, at least 
amiong those who, in the spirit and accord- 
ing to the customs of the Reformed Church, 

are in the habit of observing a season 
which year after year is becoming increas- 
ingly popular in the ‘Churches of our land. 
May we not hope that when the Lenten 
season of 1920 comes our hitherto old 

standby, the Church Almanac, will restore 
Ash Wednesday to its long-honored place 
in the Calendar, and thus join us in the 
prayer, ‘‘God be with us on Ash Wednes- 
_ day!’? 


DEVOTIONAL READINGS IN THE 
HEIDELBERG CATECHISM 


By the Rev. John C. Gekeler 


XII. THE RESURRECTION 


The doctrine of the resurrection ts wov- 
en into the warp and woof of the Chris- 
tian religion, and is of far greater impor- 
tance than we often imagine. Read Paul’s 
argument in the classic chapter, I Corinth- 
jans, 15: 

1. It is Based on the Doctrine of Immor- 
tality—Revelation confirms the instinctive 
longing of the human heart for life. The 
grave is not the end. While all, indeed, 
die, what we call death is only a change 
a in the form of existence. The human soul 
E is the divine breath whereby the form 
Y: 


of clay becomes an animated being. The 
doctrine of immortality forms the back- 
ground of Jesus’ teaching. (See His reply 
to the Sadducees, the parables of the Tal- 
ents and of Dives and Lazarus.) Now, since 
the souls of men are immortal, all shall 
_ have part in the resurrection, and it is 
only because they are immortal that they 
ean participate in it. The word itself, 
which means a rising up, implies this. 

_ 2. The Resurrection of Jesus Pledges 
 Ours—By all attending circumstances the 
resurrection of Jesus is separated from all 
other instances of return to life, and dem- 
onstrated the very possibility of the resur- 
ection as did no other case. Jairus’ 
daughter, the widow’s son, and Lazarus 
after their return to life were still subject 
to the law of death. Jesus was not. So 
t is upon the resurrection of Jesus that 
we base our hope instead of the raising of 
se others. The benefit which we derive 
he resurrection of Jesus Christ is 
summarized in question 45 of the 
echism: ‘‘First, by His resurrection He 
overcome death, that He might make 
takers of the righteousness which 
ath He has obtained for us... . 
the resurrection of Christ is to 
e pledge of our blessed resurrec- 
“Because I live, ye shall live 
wy Bis 
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The life of faith which the Christian 
lives he lives by the power of the risen 
Christ, and it is a further pledge of his 
resurrection. Jesus likened it to the resur- 
rection. ‘‘He that heareth My Word, and 
believeth Him that sent Me, hath eternal 
life, and cometh not into judgment, but 
hath passed out of death into life.’’ 
Read Questions 45, 49. 

3. A Literal Resurrection—There is rich 
comfort in the mystical sense of the resur- 
rection, as we have just seen. That is not, 
however, the content of the doctrine. ‘‘I 
believe in the resurrection of the body.’’ 
‘Wor the Lord Himself will descend from 
Heaven, with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of 
God; and the dead in Christ shall arise 
first.’’ ‘‘The Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall 
fashion anew the body of our humiliation, 
that it may be conformed to the body of 
His glory.’’ Read also Question 57 of the 
Catechism. 

It should be remembered that Jesus 
brings salvation to the complete person, 
and that it is the complete person that 
shall participate in the resurrection. In 
his classic chapter upon the resurrection 
Paul places the emphasis upon the word 
‘‘dead’’ and not, as we do, upon the word 
‘“body.’’ ‘For if the dead are not raised, 
neither hath Christ been raised.’’? ‘‘Some 
one will say, ‘How are the dead raised 
and with what manner of body do they 
come?’ ’’? Now, the body is not dependent 
upon the identical particles of matter 
which enter into it at any time. Science 
teaches there is a constant change taking 
place in our bodies, so that there is what 
might be called a perpetual resurrection. 
It would be ridiculous to demand that 
the identical particles which have com- 
posed our body should be resurrected. Wo 
might ask which body, or the matter com- 
posing the body at any particular time? 
Dr. Nevin in his lectures on Theology held, 
‘A body is matter under a certain form; 
it is organized matter. When the organic 
power is removed, we have no longer a 
body.’’ That organic power is the soul. 
There is a persistence of personality which 
is not dependent on the identity of mat- 
ter. Because of this, we know our friends 
after long intervals of absence, and by rea- 
son of this, too, we shall know each other 
in the resurrection. 

4, The Resurrection Body—It is not 
speculation to say that the resurrection 
body will be ‘‘like unto the glorious body 
of ‘Christ.’? This is what one might ex- 
pect from the entire history of our Lord 
in His relations with men. In the resur- 
rection His body was at once the same and 
a different body from that which the Dis- 
ciples had known. It enjoyed a strange 
freedom from the hampering limitations of 
matter and space, and exercised a miracu- 
lous control even more wonderful than be- 
fore. From what may be learned from the 
words of Jesus and from observation of 
Him after the resurrection, we gather that 
we shall be introduced to life under en- 
tirely new conditions. / 

5. Where Are the Dead During the 
Interim?—They are, of course, enjoying a 
conscious existence. They await the glor- 
ious consummation of the resurrection of 
the body. The geography of the future 
world is still shrouded in darkness. Tho 
thief on the cross was assured that he 
should that day be with Jesus in Paradise. 
Just before Jesus gave up the ghost, He 
eried with a loud voice: ‘‘Father, into Thy 
hands I commend My spirit.’’ Paul says, 
“to be absent from the body’’ is to ‘‘be 
at home with the Lord.’’? With Him we aro 
safe, and to Him we may commit our dead. 
‘‘In My Father’s House are many man- 
sions.’’ Our hearts can repeat with Rich- 
ard Baxter: 4 


‘*My knowledge of that life is small, 
The eyes of faith are dim; 

But ’tis enough that Christ knows all, 
And I shall be with Him!’ 
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Obituary 


MRS. JOHN S. STAHR 


On Saturday afternoon, February 15, 


~ 1919, at 1.45 o’clock, Mrs. John 8. Stahr, 


widow of the former President of Frank- 
lin and Marshall College, fell peacefully 
asleep in Jesus at her home in Lancaster, 
etna 


Mrs. Francina Andrews Stahr, the daugh- 
ter of Hugh and Francina Andrews, was 
born in Coleraine, Lancaster County, Pa., 
April 25, 1837. When a school girl, her 
parents moved to Lancaster, where her 
education was completed with a few years’ 
additional schooling. After the death of 
her parents, and at the age of 16, she began 
to teach in the public schools of Lancaster, - 
and continued in this vocation until her 


mM TREE 
HALL: MACK CO. 
MUSIC: 
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For Package of 6 regular issue, send only 10 cents 
in stamps. 


EASTER HELPER No. 5, 15 cents. Recitations, 


Exercises, etc., illustrated with diagram. 


SONG STORIES for Reader and Chorus. 


able copies for examination upon request. 


Hall-Mack Co. Epes Arch St., Phila., Pa. 
Adam Geibel Co. § 339 S.Wabash, Chicago(Agency) ° 


1 Ey 


Return- 


Grade Songs,’’ which we recommend to 
every lover of good, clean and wholesome 
music. ‘*The Heart of Home,’’ ‘‘ Dream 
Flowers,’’‘'Reveries,’’ ‘‘Heartsease,’’ 
“‘Return’’ and ‘‘Autumn Song’’ would 
cost rae if purchased singly at your deal- 
er’s. We guarantee satisfaction, 

Send $1.00 for your set. 
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marriage to Dr. John Sommers Stahr, in 
1872. The years of her married life were 
no less busy than the earlier ones, and 
through them all, with their mingled joys 
and sorrows, and especially the severe trial 
of her twenty years of invalidism, she bore 
herself with a fine courage and patience, a 
zest for life and an unfailing interest in 
people and the work of God? s Kingdom. 
So that to-day we thank God for the life 
of this servant of ‘Christ, who, born and 
reared in a Christian family, never knew 
anything save reliance on God’s care and 
trust in His promises. Such a life is a 
genuine benediction to all who come into 
living touch with its unselfish beauty and 
glory. The funeral of Mrs. Stahr was held 
February 18, with services at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Hartman, and private inter- 
ment in Greenwood Cemetery. She is sur- 
vived by a son and two daughters, Capt. 
Charles P. Stahr, M. D., Ambulance Co. 
110; 28th Division, A. E. F., France; Mrs. 
Edwin M. Hartman, Franklin and Marshall 
Academy, and Mrs. Glenn C. Heller, At- 
lantie City, N. J. 


‘‘Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth; yea, saith the Spirit, 


that they may rest from their labors; and 


their works do follow them.’’ 


JACOB LONGSDORF — 


Jacob Longsdorf died February 21, 1919, 
having attained the age of 71 years, 11 
months and 2 days. Although afflicted for 
several years, his sudden death came as 
a severe shock to his many, friends and 
neighbors. He was stricken with apoplexy 
om his way from Greensburg, Pa., to his 
home in Salem Township. He was taken 
to his home and passed away the following 
morning. His father, David Longsdorf, died 
in the year 1889, his mother, Leah Fox 
Longsdorf, in 1904, one brother, John 
Longsdorf, 6 years ago, and a sister, Mrs. 
Hannah Miller Willard, just a few months 
ago. Those that yet survive are his widow, 
Mrs. Lucy Johnson Longsdorf, and five 
sisters, Mrs. Louisa Kauffman, Mrs. Lizzie 
Saul, Mrs. Ella Truxal, wife of Rev. J. P. 
Truxal, of Westerville, Ohio; Miss Alice 
Longsdorf and Mrs. Leah A. Lenhart. He 
joined the Second Church of Greensburg, 
during the pastorate of the Rev. D. N. 
Dittmar, and now he has gone to join the 
loved ones on the other shore. We laid 
his body to rest in the Union Cemetery, 
Greensburg, six of his nephews acting as 
pall-bearers. 


MRS. FRANCES BOWMAN 


Mrs. Frances Rosenberger Bowman, after 
an illness of several years, passed away 
Tuesday morning, February 18, at the home 
of her son, Kirby Bowman, of Bowmans, 
Va., aged 75 years. She was the widow 
of the late Whiten Bowman and daughter 
of the late Jacob Rosenberger, who was 
one of the most prominent farmers in this 
section. Mrs. Bowman was a lifelong, con- 
sistent member of St. John’s Church, at 
Hamburg, of the Edinburg ‘Charge, Va., 
and was highly esteemed by neighbors and 
friends for her noble Christian virtues. 
Surviving her are her sons, Kirby, of Bow- 
mans, and William, of Mt. Jackson, Va.; 
two grandchildren, Resa and Marvin Bow- 
man; her sister, Mrs. Mary Bowman, of 
Headquarters, and her brother, A. Rosen- 
berger, of Hamburg. The funeral service 
took place Wednesday at 2 P. M. in St. 
John’s Church, conducted by her pastor, 
Rey. J. M. Souder. ‘‘ Precious in the sight 
of God is tke death of His sainits.’’ 


WILLIAM H. DETWEILER 


Elder William H. Detweiler, devoted and 
respected office-bearer in Pleasantville 
Church, Eureka, Pa., passed peacefully to 
his reward Monday afternoon, February 10, 
1919. He was born in New Britain Town- 
ship, Bucks County, Pa., January 16, 1863, 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


being a twin brother to John Detweiler, 
also an elder, who passed away in like 
manner 13 years ago. In 1882 he was re- 
ceived into fellowship with Pleasantville 
Church, and in 1890 ordained as deacon. 
From this year till his death he held office 
continuously, first as deacon, then as elder, 
a total of 29 years. On May 6, 1886, he 
married Mary Ann Weisel, who was a sis- 
ter to his first wife, Sallie Ellen Weisel, 
who died shortly after their marriage. 

Elder Detweiler was faithful to his 
Church. For 20 years he served as superin- 
tendent of the Sunday School; for years he 
was teacher of the Men’s Bible Class, and 
he represented his congregation on the 
floor of Classis and Synod with fidelity. 
He was energetic and prominent in the 
local Grange, having served for years as 
its efficient manager. As a token of love 
and respect, the Grange burial ceremony 
was used at the grave. 

Funeral services were conducted in 
Pleasantville Church on Saturday after- 
noon in the presence of a host of mourners. 
The pastor, Rev.. Paul W. Yoh, preached 
from the text, Heb. 6: 12, ‘‘Be ye there- 
fore followers of them who through faith 
and patience inherit the promises.’’ 

In addition to the widow there remain to 
carry on his labor of love among us a 
daughter and a son, Kathryn Weisel Det- 
weiler and Howard Weisel Wetweiler. 


‘‘His journey ends in welcome to the 


weary, 
And Heaven, the heart’s true home, is 
reached: at last.’’ 


P. W. Yoh 


MRS. MARY ANNA BEAN 


Mrs. Mary Anna Bean died at her home, 
near Bethayres Station, Pa., January 5, 
1919, having attained the ripe age of 90 
years, 3 months and 11 days. She was the 
mother of 10 children, 5 of whom preceded 
her to the spirit world, 4 in infancy and 1, 
Nathaniel M. Bean, of Philadelphia, about 
a year and a half ago. Five of her chil- 
dren survive her to mourn her departure: 
John Bean, Easton, Pa.; Sarah E. Bean, 
Bethayres Station; Levi M. Bean, Wyncote, 
Pa.; Rev. J. M. Bean, Montgomery, Pa., 
and Mrs. Philip Rush, Easton, Pa. She 
was a life-long member of the Reformed 
Church. Her Christian:character and faith 
in the risen and exalted Christ, in Whom 


she believed and Whom she worshiped all 


those years, was an inspiration to those 
who knew her. While her children mourn 
the loss of their departed mother, they 
feel that death has not broken the bond 
of ‘Christian fellowship which existed so 
beautifully between them during her life- 
time and which now unites them more fully 
since she has passed into the beyond, where 
at God’s own appointed time they shall 
meet again. Mrs. Bean was buried, Janu- 
ary 9, 1919, in the Lower Saucon Cemetery, 
Northampton County, Pa., the funeral serv- 


‘ iee being held in the Lower Saucon Church, 


where this consecrated Christian woman 
was confirmed. 


‘ELIZA EMMA GUTELIUS 


Eliza Emma, the wife of Mr. E. J. Gute- 
lius, elder and superintendent of the Sun- 
day School for 25 years, passed into her 
heavenly home, February 18, after an ill- 
ness of ten days, aged 67 years. For al- 
most 50 years Mrs. Gutelius sang in the 
choir, and for a long while was superin- 
tendent of the Primary Department. Her 
life was full of good works and all chari- 
ties received her hearty support. Through 


the ‘‘Messenger’’ and her Church activi-. 


ties she kept in constant touch with the 
Chureh-at-large. Her life was indeed 
lived usefully for the Master and ‘‘she hath 
done what she could,’’ 
great loss to St. John’s congregation, Mif- 
flinburg, Pa.. But she now serves” eens in’ 
better, larger and fuller life, 
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Read before the Conference on Or- 
ganic Union held at the invitation of | 
the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S. A., Wither- 
spoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa., 
December 4-5, 1918. ; 


The representatives of eighteen | 
denominations who attended this | 
Conference were much impressed by | 
Dr. Richards’ address. He concisely 
but graphically sets forth the place 
and function of Church Union and 
the Church and the New Era. ; 
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